
Handbook for Season

2011/2012





1

CONTENTS

League Committee 3

Member Clubs and Secretaries
Mini Soccer 5
Youth 7

Leagues and Managers Details 10

The Lincoln CO-OP Mid-Lincs County Youth Football League Rules
Nomenclature and Constitution 26
Entry Fee, Subscription, Deposit 26
Officers 27
Management, Nomination, Election 27
Powers of Management 27
Annual General Meeting 29
Agreement to be Signed 30
Qualification of Players 30
Club Colours, Club Name 34
Playing Season, Condition of Play, Times of Kick Off, Postponement,
Substitutes 34
Reporting Results 38
Determining Championship 38
Referees 38
Continuation of Membership or Withdrawal of a Club 39
Protests and Appeals 40
Board of Appeal 41
Exclusion of Clubs or Teams, Misconduct by Clubs, Officials, Players 41
Trophy: Legal Owners, Conditions of Taking Over, 
Agreement to be Signed, Awards 41
Special General Meeting 42
Alteration to Rules 42
Rules Binding on Clubs 43
Finance 43
League Handbooks 43
Mini Soccer Rules 44
Appendix A - Fixture Notification Card 49
Appendix B - Result Card 50
Appendix C - Membership Agreement 51
Appendix D - Trophy Agreement 52
Appendix E - Charge Sheet 53
Appendix F - Unfit Pitch Procedure 54
Appendix G - Kicks from the Penalty Mark 55
Appendix H - Guide to Marking Referees 56
Appendix I - Information for Team Administrators wishing to operate
the Internet Match Reporting System 58



2

League Cup Competition Rule Supplements for Youth Football Teams
Name of Competition 64
Entry Limited to League Clubs 64
Entry Fee 64
Control of Competition 64
Qualification of Players 64
Club Colours, Club Name 67
Playing Season, Conditions of Play, Arrangement of Rounds,
Times of Kick Off, Postponements, Substitutes 67
Reporting Results 70
Semi Final and Final Arrangements 70
Referees 71
Trophy: Legal Owners, Conditions of Taking Over, 
Agreement to be Signed, Awards 72
Outside Competitions 72
Protests and Appeals 72
Board of Appeal 73
Amendment to Rules 73



LEAGUE COMMITTEE

President P. MORLEY

Vice-Presidents N. SAYWELL 
 S. ROBERTS

Chairman & RON WESTERMAN 01522 683650 
Fixture Secretary 8 Metheringham Close, Lincoln LN6 3YP Mobile: 
 Email: chairman@midlincs.com 07930 960753

Secretary & MARTIN DOBSON 01522 685560 
Results Secretary 9 Lotus Court, North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 9UQ 
 Email: secretary@midlincs.com

Vice-Chairman & ROB MERRYWEATHER 01522 696247 
Treasurer 31 Lindholme Road, Doddington Park, Lincoln LN6 3RQ

Assistant Treasurer Mrs ANN MERRYWEATHER 01522 696247 
 31 Lindholme Road, Doddington Park, Lincoln LN6 3RQ

Registrar (7, 8, 9, 10) ALAN SHARP 01522 543653 
 78 Ruskin Avenue, Lincoln LN2 4BT 
 Email: registrarminisoccer@midlincs.com

Registrar (11, 12, 13) BRIAN STRAWSON 01673 862613 
 Skelton House Farm, Scothern Road,  
 Nettleham, Lincoln LN2 2TU 
 Email: registrar@midlincs.com

Registrar (14, 15, 16) JOY BUSHNELL 01673 862345 
 10 Keepers Close, Welton, Lincoln LN2 3TS 
 Email: registraryouth@midlincs.com

Welfare Officer Mrs KAREN WILSON 01522 822721 
 77 Moor Lane, North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 9AA 
 Email: welfareofficer@midlincs.com

Assistant Welfare Officer PAUL NICHOLSON 01522 568374 
 91 St Botolphs Crescent, Lincoln LN5 8BJ 
 Email: assistantwelfareofficer@midlincs.com

Referees Appointments JON BEDFORD 01522 878163 
 207 Elevation Court, Lincoln LN2 5PB Mobile: 
 Email: referee@midlincs.com 07949 562172

Charter Standard Co-ordinator MARK WILSON 01522 822721 
 77 Moor Lane, North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 9AA

Trophy Steward STEVE WALKER 01522 684066 
(Non-Committee Member) Onyx Trophies, Unit 6 Moorland Way, Mobile: 
 Tritton Road, Lincoln LN6 7JW 07718 629449 
 Email: onyxtrophies@btconnect.com

Mid-Lincs Web Site www.midlincs.com
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MEMBER CLUBS & SECRETARIES
BOYS MINI SOCCER

BABWORTH ROVERS
 Mrs. Christine Bacon, 120 Camborne Crescent, Retford, Notts DN22 7RF 01777 860203
BARDNEY PANTHERS
 Amy Laughton, 59a Silver Street, Bardney, Lincoln LN3 5XG 01526 398774
BIRCHWOOD COLTS JFC
 Cliff Penning, 62 Malham Drive, Lakelands, Lincoln LN6 0XD 01522 879322
BOSTON EASTSIDE
 Viv Richardson, Honeysuckle Cottage, Main Road, New Bolingbroke,
 Boston, Lincs PE22 7JU 07876 472164
BOSTON SAINTS
 Rick Chipperfield, 14 Wyberton West Road, Boston, Lincs PE21 7JJ 07886 101679
BOSTON TOWN
 Gail Bevan, 60 Saundergate Lane East, Wyberton, Lincs PE21 7AT 01205 352587
  07828 109786
CAYTHORPE & FULBECK JFC
 Lisa Tear, 2 Welbourn Road, Brant Broughton, Lincoln LN5 0SP 01522 789151
CHERRY COLTS JFC
 Maxine Simpson, 12 Middle Way, Cherry Willingham, Lincoln LN3 4RD 01522 595686
CLAYTONS JFC
 Karina O’Neill-Willders, 89 Monks Road, Lincoln LN2 5HR 01522 826771
CRANWELL JFC
 Carolyn Brewin, 4 Fen Road, Thorpe Tilney, Lincoln LN4 3RJ 01526 378387
EAST COAST JUNIORS
 Pauline Forman, Ivy Cottage, Eastend, Thorpe St Peter, Skegness,
 Lincs PE24 4PQ 01754 881243
FISHTOFT YOUTH
 Paul Tetther, 46 Green Lane, Boston, Lincs PE21 9NB 01205 352458
GREENBANK JFC
 Phil Gough, 26 Almond Avenue, Swanpool, Lincoln LN6 0HB 01522 500236
HBW UNITED FC
 Richard Naulls, 80 Beech Road, Branston, Lincoln LN4 1UZ 01522 797786
HECKINGTON JUNIOR FC
 Mrs. Helen Maidment, 23 Eastgate, Heckington, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 9RB 01529 460439
HORNCASTLE TOWN
 Mrs. Karen Rinfret, Beech House, Southfield Place, Horncastle LN9 6EN 01507 522756
  07780 820084
HYKEHAM TIGERS JFC
 Mike Moore, 11 Caesar Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 9FN 01522 501703
  07986 474057
KIRKSTEAD KRUSADERS JFC
 Cath Grant, 11 Church Lane, Sutton-on-Sea, Lincs LN12 2JA 01507 443668
  07932 319668
LINCOLN MOORLANDS RAILWAY
 Katrina Evans, 14 Boswell Drive, Lincoln LN6 7LD 01522 279049
  07786 003660
LOUTH OLD BOYS
 Brian Lee, 3 Seymour Avenue, Louth, Lincs LN11 9EW 01507 601416
  07879 221692
LOWLANDS JFC
 Allison Sullivan, 19 Adelaide Close, Waddington, Lincoln LN5 9XN 01522 720549
MABLETHORPE JFC
 Anne Marshall, 13 Willoughby Road, Alford, Lincs LN12 1RQ 01507 466200



6

MARKET RASEN
 Mrs. Eleni Quilter, 51 The Brambles, Market Rasen, Lincs LN8 3NS 07990 873023
METHERINGHAM
 Peter Ford, 31 Caroline Road, Metheringham, Lincoln LN4 3HF 01526 320016
  07789 117743
NETTLEHAM FC
 Charles Shaw, 4 Willowfield Avenue, Nettleham, Lincoln LN2 2TH 01522 823912
NEWTOFT PUPS
 Mrs. Lisa Westwick, 1 Prince William Road, Newtoft, Market Rasen,
 Lincs LN8 3NL 01673 885704
NORTH LINDUM HAWKS FC
 David Brown, 65 Goldsmith Walk, St Giles, Lincoln LN2 4JP 01522 533663
OLD LEAKE YOUTH FC
 Francesca Thomas, The Old Shop, Wainfleet Road, Old Leake, Boston,
 Lincs PE22 9HT 01205 870378
RETFORD UNITED
 James Lewis, 2 Alma Road, Retford, Notts DN22 6LW 01777 705350
  07825 337433
RUSKINGTON LIONS JFC
 Mrs. Julie Bean, 55 Parkfield Road, Ruskington, Nr. Sleaford,
 Lincs NG34 9HT 01526 832790
  07950 231645
RUSTON SPORTS
 Richard Hodds, 12 Leyburn Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 8SP 07837 292460
ST HELENS
 Mrs. Chris Mumford, 12 Lancaster Way, Skellingthorpe, Lincoln LN6 5UF 01522 828672
SAXILBY ATHLETIC JFC
 Ken Meanwell, 23 Highfield Road, Saxilby, Lincoln LN1 2QP 01522 704037
SCOTHERN UNITED
 Debbie Adamson, 10 Riverdale, Nettleham, Lincoln LN2 2TD 01522 754682
SIBSEY YOUTH FC
 Sharon Titchmarsh, 118 Eastwood Road, Boston, Lincs PE21 0PN 01205 350173
SLEAFORD TOWN JFC
 Jenny O’Rourke, 32 Victoria Avenue, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 7LN 01529 307197
  07777 604325
SPILSBY JUNIORS FC
 Stephen Frankish, Hundelby House, 76 Main Road, Hundelby, Spilsby,
 Lincs PE23 5LS 07951 245942
SWIFT’S JFC
 Sally Hobbins, Ormsby Lodge, Mill Road, Addlethorpe, Skegness,
 Lincs PE24 4TE 07939 526446
TUXFORD UNITED
 Rupe Binnig, Cherrytree House, 89 Lincoln Road, Tuxford, Notts NG22 0HR 07768 984257
WELTON FC
 Stuart Hogg, 6 Pond Close, Welton, Lincoln LN2 3UE 01673 862343
WOODHALL SPA UNITED FC
 Lynette Draper, 79 Witham Road, Woodhall Spa, Lincs LN10 6RB 01526 351385
WYBERTON COLTS
 Nici & Adam Walker, 18 Granville Avenue, Wyberton, Boston,
 Lincs PE21 7BY 07795 505447
YOUNG DONS FC
 Mrs. Ceri Castle, 23 Green Lane, Spalding, Lincs PE11 2YD 01775 713053
  07553 132013
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MEMBER CLUBS & SECRETARIES
BOYS YOUTH

ALFORD TOWN
 Craig Lewis, 4 Gibson Way, Alford, Lincs, LN13 9PD 01507 462749
BABWORTH ROVERS
 Mrs. Christine Bacon, 120 Camborne Crescent, Retford, Notts DN22 7RF 01777 860203
BARROWBY FC
 Mrs. Victoria Wood, 10 Bolsover Road, Grantham, Lincs NG31 7FS 01476 577356
BILLINGHAY ATHLETIC FC
 Terry Edwards, 93 High Street, Billinghay, Lincoln LN4 4ED 01526 860169
BIRCHWOOD COLTS JFC
 Cliff Penning, 62 Malham Drive, Lakelands, Lincoln LN6 0XD 01522 879322
BOSTON EASTSIDE
 Viv Richardson, Honeysuckle Cottage, Main Road, New Bolingbroke,
 Boston, Lincs PE22 7JU 07876 472164
BOSTON SAINTS
 Rick Chipperfield, 14 Wyberton West Road, Boston, Lincs PE21 7JJ 07886 101679
BOSTON TOWN
 Gail Bevan, 60 Saundergate Lane East, Wyberton, Lincs PE21 7AT 01205 352587
  07828 109786
BOSTON UNITED COMMUNITY FC
 Richard Houghton, BUCFC, The Jakemans Stadium, York, Street, Boston,
 Lincs PE21 6JN 01205 364406
CAYTHORPE & FULBECK JFC
 Lisa Tear, 2 Welbourn Road, Brant Broughton, Lincoln LN5 0SP 01522 789151
CHERRY COLTS JFC
 Maxine Simpson, 12 Middle Way, Cherry Willingham, Lincoln LN3 4RD 01522 595686
CLAYTONS JFC
 Karina O’Neill-Willders, 89 Monks Road, Lincoln LN2 5HR 01522 826771
CRANWELL JFC
 Carolyn Brewin, 4 Fen Road, Thorpe Tilney, Lincoln LN4 3RJ 01526 378387
EAST COAST JUNIORS
 Pauline Forman, Ivy Cottage, Eastend, Thorpe St Peter, Skegness,
 Lincs PE24 4PQ 01754 881243
EVOLUTION JFC
 Beckie Sleeman, 1 Hadrians Walk, North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 8JS 07902 474244
FISHTOFT YOUTH
 Paul Tetther, 46 Green Lane, Boston, Lincs PE21 9NB 01205 352458
FOREST RANGERS
 Penny Dunderdale, Hop Gardens, Willingham-by-Stow, Gainsborough,
 Lincs DN21 5JT 01427 788347
GONERBY YOUTH FC
 Janis Elliott-Dowling, 17 Grampian Way, Gonerby Hill Foot, Grantham,
 Lincs NG31 8FY 01476 568416
GRANTHAM TOWN
 Rachel Chester, 11 Peachwood Close, Gonerby Hill Foot, Grantham,
 Lincs NG31 8QP 01476 574065
GREAT PONTON FC
 Sally Bradley, 16 Cringleway, Great Ponton NG33 5DL 01476 530959
GREENBANK JFC
 Phil Gough, 26 Almond Avenue, Swanpool, Lincoln LN6 0HB 01522 500236
HARROWBY
 Gary Moore, 46 Turnor Road, Harrowby Hall Estate, Grantham,
 Lincs NG31 8GA 01476 561714
  07974 923847
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HBW UNITED FC
 Richard Naulls, 80 Beech Road, Branston, Lincoln LN4 1UZ 01522 797786
HECKINGTON JUNIOR FC
 Mrs. Helen Maidment, 23 Eastgate, Heckington, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 9RB 01529 460439
HOLBEACH UNITED FC
 Chris Stebbings, Halcyon House, Jarvis Gate, Sutton St James,
 Lincs PE12 0EU 01945 440272
HORNCASTLE TOWN
 Mrs. Karen Rinfret, Beech House, Southfield Place, Horncastle LN9 6EN 01507 522756
  07780 820084
HYKEHAM TIGERS JFC
 Mike Moore, 11 Caesar Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 9FN 01522 501703
  07986 474057
KIRKSTEAD KRUSADERS JFC
 Cath Grant, 11 Church Lane, Sutton-on-Sea, Lincs LN12 2JA 01507 443668
KIRTON TOWN COLTS
 Mrs. Diane Freeman-Burdass, 25 Horseshoe Lane, Kirton, Boston,
 Lincs PE20 1LJ 01205 723240
LINCOLN MOORLANDS RAILWAY
 Katrina Evans, 14 Boswell Drive, Lincoln LN6 7LD 01522 279049
  07786 003660
LONG BENNINGTON
 Mr. S. Rowley, 17 Church Street, Long Bennington, Lincs NG23 5EN 07909 857441
LOUTH OLD BOYS
 Brian Lee, 3 Seymour Avenue, Louth, Lincs LN11 9EW 01507 601416
  07879 221692
LOUTH TOWN FC
 Matt Jones, 35 Pretymen Crescent, New Waltham, Grimsby DN36 4NU 01472 822209
  07891 965531
LOWLANDS JFC
 Allison Sullivan, 19 Adelaide Close, Waddington, Lincoln LN5 9XN 01522 720549
MABLETHORPE JFC
 Anne Marshall, 13 Willoughby Road, Alford, Lincs LN12 1RQ 01507 466200
MANOR UNITED
 Graham Woolsey, 132 Hollywell Road, Lowfields, Lincoln LN5 9BY 01522 821136
MARKET RASEN
 Mrs. Eleni Quilter, 51 The Brambles, Market Rasen, Lincs LN8 3NS 07990 873023
MAYFLOWER YOUTH FC
 Neil Pickwell, 42 Granville Street, Boston, Lincs PE21 8PF 01205 361296
METHERINGHAM
 Peter Ford, 31 Caroline Road, Metheringham, Lincoln LN4 3HF 01526 320016
  07789 117743
NAVENBY JFC
 Steve Wenman, 12B Ermine Drive, Navenbey, Lincoln LN5 0HB 01522 811082
NETTLEHAM FC
 Charles Shaw, 4 Willowfield Avenue, Nettleham, Lincoln LN2 2TH 01522 823912
NEWTOFT PUPS
 Mrs. Lisa Westwick, 1 Prince William Road, Newtoft, Market Rasen,
 Lincs LN8 3NL 01673 885704
NORTH LINDUM HAWKS FC
 David Brown, 65 Goldsmith Walk, St Giles, Lincoln LN2 4JP 01522 533663
OLD LEAKE YOUTH FC
 Francesca Thomas, The Old Shop, Wainfleet Road, Old Leake, Boston,
 Lincs PE22 9HT 01205 870378
POINTON JUNIORS FC
 Steve Alexander, Scarbrook Cottage, Burton Lane, Billingborough,
 Lincs NG34 0QR 01529 240338
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RETFORD UNITED
 James Lewis, 2 Alma Road, Retford, Notts DN22 6LW 01777 705350
  07825 337433
RUSKINGTON LIONS JFC
 Mrs. Julie Bean, 55 Parkfield Road, Ruskington, Nr. Sleaford,
 Lincs NG34 9HT 01526 832790
  07950 231645
RUSTON SPORTS
 Richard Hodds, 12 Leyburn Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 8SP 07837 292460
ST HELENS
 Mrs. Chris Mumford, 12 Lancaster Way, Skellingthorpe, Lincoln LN6 5UF 01522 828672
SAXILBY ATHLETIC JFC
 Ken Meanwell, 23 Highfield Road, Saxilby, Lincoln LN1 2QP 01522 704037
SCOTHERN UNITED
 Debbie Adamson, 10 Riverdale, Nettleham, Lincoln LN2 2TD 01522 754682
SIBSEY YOUTH FC
 Sharon Titchmarsh, 118 Eastwood Road, Boston, Lincs PE21 0PN 01205 350173
SLEAFORD TOWN JFC
 Jenny O’Rourke, 32 Victoria Avenue, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 7LN 01529 307197
  07777 604325
SPILSBY JUNIORS FC
 Stephen Frankish, Hundelby House, 76 Main Road, Hundelby, Spilsby,
 Lincs PE23 5LS 07951 245942
SUTTON ROVERS JFC
 Fay Denton, 6 Willoughby Road, Sutton-on-Sea, Lincs LN12 2LZ 07508 027644
SUTTON UNITED
 Ann Rostron, 7 Cambridge Road North, Mablethorpe, Lincs LN12 1QR 01507 473552
SWIFT’S JFC
 Sally Hobbins, Ormsby Lodge, Mill Road, Addlethorpe, Skegness,
 Lincs PE24 4TE 07939 526446
SWINESHEAD INSTITUTE FC
 Paul Clark, Rhetland House, 30 Station Street, Donington, Spalding,
 Lincs PE11 4UQ 01775 822018
  07966 445437
WELTON FC
 Stuart Hogg, 6 Pond Close, Welton, Lincoln LN2 3UE 01673 862343
WOODHALL SPA UNITED FC
 Lynette Draper, 79 Witham Road, Woodhall Spa, Lincs LN10 6RB 01526 351385
WRAGBY FC
 Mrs. Lindsey Lowman, 44 Newton Close, Wragby, Market Rasen LN8 5PL 01673 858159
WYBERTON COLTS
 Nici & Adam Walker, 18 Granville Avenue, Wyberton, Boston,
 Lincs PE21 7BY 07795 505447
YOUNG DONS FC
 Mrs. Ceri Castle, 23 Green Lane, Spalding, Lincs PE11 2YD 01775 713053
  07553 132013
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THE LINCOLN CO-OP MID-LINCS COUNTY YOUTH FOOTBALL LEAGUE RULES
(2011 - 2012)

 NOMENCLATURE AND CONSTITUTION

1. (A) This Competition shall be designated the Mid Lincs County Youth Football League, and be 
known as The Lincolnshire Co-op Mid Lincs County Youth Football League, and shall consist 
of not more than One Hundred and Fifty (150) clubs who shall be Full Member Clubs. All such 
Member Clubs must be affiliated to an affiliated County Football Association and their names and 
particulars shall be returned annually by the appointed date on the Form ‘D’ to the Lincolnshire 
County Football Association Ltd. The area covered by the Competition Membership shall be open 
to all clubs whose grounds or headquarters are within a 40-mile radius from the ‘Stonebow’, 
Lincoln or who are affiliated to the Lincolnshire Football Association.

 This Competition shall apply annually for sanction to the Lincolnshire Football Association Ltd 
and the constituent teams of Member Clubs may be grouped in divisions, each not exceeding 
Fifteen (15) teams in number.

 Member Clubs shall not enter any of their teams playing in the Competition in any other 
Competitions (with the exception of F.A. and County F.A. Competitions) except with the written 
consent of the Management Committee of the Competition.

 This Competition wishes to become a designated Charter Standard League. (Existing Member 
clubs have two years until the end of the 2012 – 2013 season) to achieve the Charter Standard 
Club award or face expulsion from the League. New member Clubs have one year to achieve the 
Charter Standard Club Award. The League has the right to refuse membership to a club if it fails 
to demonstrate commitment to achieving the award.

 The Competition and its clubs shall support the FA’s Respect programme. As such it recognises that 
everyone in Football has a collective responsibility to create a fair, safe and enjoyable environment 
in which the game can take place. A Respect League values the courtesy and fairness by opposing 
players, club officials and spectators. The League and its clubs will seek to play fixtures in a fair, 
competitive but not antagonistic environment.

 The competition will provide 11 aside football for players who have attained the age of 10 as at 
midnight 31st August in the playing season and Mini Soccer for players who have attained the age 
of 6 but not the age of 10 years as at midnight on 31st August in the playing season. 9 v 9 may be 
provided for players who have attained the age of 10 as at midnight on 31st August. Other formats 
of youth football as authorised from time to time by the FA are also permitted.

 
(B) At the Annual General Meeting or a Special General Meeting called for the purpose, a majority 

of the delegates present shall have power to delegate the compilation of the divisions to the 
Management Committee. (When necessary this rule shall take precedence over Rule 12).

 ENTRY FEE, SUBSCRIPTION, DEPOSIT

2. (A) Applications by Clubs for admission to this Competition or the entry of an additional team(s) 
must be made in writing to the Secretary by May 1st of each year and must be accompanied by an 
Entry Fee of £5 per team, which shall be returned in the event of non-election.

 At the discretion of a majority of the accredited voting members present, applications, of which 
due notice has been given, may be received at the Annual General Meeting or a Special General 
Meeting. The Entry Fee shall apply.

 (B) The Annual Subscription shall be £40 per Team. Payable at the Administration meeting on 
August 22nd 2011.

 (C) Each club shall upon election, pay a Deposit of £5 per Team which shall be returnable to clubs 
on leaving the competition, provided they have fulfilled their fixtures and complied with all orders 
of the Management Committee.
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 (D) A Club shall not participate in this Competition until the Entry Fee, Annual Subscription and 
Deposit have been paid. A Zero Tolerance agreement has been signed by the Chairman, Manager, 
Player, Parent / Guardian and accepted by the appropriate Registration Secretary. All Managers, 
Assistant Managers and First Aiders shall be CRB checked by the Welfare Officer or be in the 
process of being CRB checked and the relevant documents have been accepted by the Welfare 
Officer prior to acceptance into this league. All clubs with Youth teams must have appointed a 
named Welfare Officer, who has an ‘accepted’ CRB check via The FA CRB Unit and who has 
completed The FA Safeguarding Children workshop. 

 (E) Clubs must advise annually to the Secretary in writing on or before the Fixture Meeting of its 
appropriate County Football Association affiliation number for the forthcoming season, failing 
which they shall be fined £10. Clubs must advise the Secretary in writing, or on the prescribed 
form, details of its Headquarters, Officers who must have attained the age of 18 and any other 
information required by the Competition.

 OFFICERS

3. The Officers of the Competition shall be the President, Vice Presidents, Chairman, Vice Chairman, 
Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Secretary, Fixture Secretary, Welfare Officer, Assistant Welfare 
Officer, Registrar(s), Results Secretary, Charter Standard League Co-ordinator, Referees Secretary 
and Trophy Steward to be elected annually at the Annual General Meeting.

 MANAGEMENT, NOMINATION, ELECTION

4. (A) The Competition shall be governed in accordance with the Rules and Regulations of The 
Football Association by a Management Committee comprised of the Officers and up to six (6) 
members who shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting.

 (B) Retiring Officers shall be eligible to become candidates for re-election without nomination. 
All other candidates for election as Officers or Members of the Management Committee shall be 
nominated to the Secretary in writing, signed by the Secretaries of two Member Clubs, not later 
than May 1st in each year. Names of the candidates for election shall be circulated with the notice 
of the Annual General Meeting. In the event of there being no nomination in accordance with the 
foregoing for any office, nominations may be received at the Annual General Meeting.

 (C) The Management Committee shall meet at least quarterly. On receiving a requisition signed by 
two-thirds of the members of the Management Committee the Secretary shall convene a meeting 
of the Management Committee.

  
 (D) Except where otherwise mentioned all communications shall be addressed to the Secretary, 

who shall conduct the correspondence of the Competition and keep a record of its proceedings.

 (E) All communications received from Clubs must be conducted through their nominated Officers. 

 (F) Administration/Fixture meetings shall be held as and when necessary. All Secretaries to be 
given 14 days notice.

 POwERS OF MANAGEMENT

5. (A) The Management Committee may appoint such other sub-committees as they may consider 
necessary and may delegate such of their powers, as they deem necessary to such committees. The 
decisions of all such committees shall be reported to the Management Committee for ratification. 
The Management Committee shall have power to deal only with matters within the competition 
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and not for any matters of misconduct that are under the jurisdiction of the Football Association or 
affiliated Association. 

 (B) Subject to the permission of the Lincolnshire County Football Association having been 
obtained, the Management Committee may order a match or matches to be played each season, 
the proceeds to be devoted to the funds of the competition and, if necessary, may call upon each 
club (including any club which may have withdrawn during the season) to contribute equally such 
sums as may be necessary to meet any deficiency at the end of the season. (See Rule 6E).

 (C) Each Member of the Management Committee shall have the right to attend and vote at all 
Management Committee Meetings and have one vote there at, but no Member shall be allowed to 
vote on any matters directly appertaining to such Member or to the Club so represented. (This shall 
apply to the procedure of any sub-committee).

 In the event of the voting being equal on any matter, the Chairman shall have a second or casting 
vote.

 (D) The Management Committee shall have powers to apply, act upon and enforce the Rules of the 
Competition and shall also have jurisdiction over all matters affecting the Competition, including 
any not provided for in the Rules. 

 With the exception of Rules 5(i), 6(h), 10(a), 11 and 19 for any breaches of Rule a formal written 
charge must be issued. The respondent shall be given seven days from the date of notice to reply 
to the charge and given the opportunity to:-

 (i) Accept or deny the charge
 (ii) Submit in writing a case of mitigation, or
 (iii) Put their case before the Management Committee.
 All breaches of the Laws of the Game, Rules and Regulations of The Football Association shall be 

dealt with in accordance with F.A. Rules by the appropriate Association.
 With the exception of Clubs playing at Step 7 of the Football Pyramid and the FA Women’s 

Premier League, the maximum fine permitted for any breach of a Competition rule is £250 and, 
when setting any fine, the Competition must ensure that the penalty is proportional to the offence, 
taking into account any mitigating circumstances.

  (E) All decisions of the Management Committee shall be binding, subject to the right of appeal to 
the Board of Appeal in accordance with Rule 16.

 Decisions of the Management Committee must be notified in writing to those concerned within 21 
days.

 (F) Five Members of the Management Committee shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business of the Management Committee and Four Members shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business by any sub-committee.

 (G) The Management Committee, as it may deem necessary, shall have power to fill in an acting 
capacity, any vacancies that may occur amongst their number.

 (H) A club having failed to comply with an order or instruction of the Management Committee, or 
failing to satisfactorily attend to the business and/or the correspondence of the competition shall 
be liable to be fined £25 or otherwise penalised at the discretion of the Management Committee.

 (I) All fines and charges shall be paid within 14 days of the date of posting of the written 
notification. Any Club failing to do so will be fined a maximum of £50. Further failure to pay the 
fine including the additional sum within 14 days wil result in fixtures being withdrawn until such 
time as the outstanding payments are settled.
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 (J) A member of the Management Committee appointed by the Competition to attend a meeting or 
match may have any expenses incurred, refunded by the Competition.

 (K) The Management Committee shall have the power to fill any vacancy that may occur in the 
membership of the Competition, between the Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting 
called to decide the constitution and the commencement of the Competition season.

 (L) No participant under the age of 18 can be fined.

 (M) Leagues who organise Mini Soccer for teams playing under 7 and under 8 football may not 
with the exception of Rules 6, 10(a), 11(d), 14 and 19 fine clubs for breaches of League Rules.

 (N) The business of the competition as determined by the Management Committee may/shall be 
transacted by electronic mail or facsimile.

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

6. (A) The Annual General Meeting shall be held not later than August 1st in each year. At this 
meeting the following business shall be transacted provided that at least 60% of member clubs are 
present and entitled to vote: -

 (i) To receive and confirm the minutes of the preceding Annual General Meeting.
 (ii) To consider any business arising there from.
 (iii) To receive and adopt the Annual Report, Balance Sheet and Statement of Accounts.
 (iv) Election of Clubs to fill vacancies (as recommended by the Management Committee).
 (v) Constitution of the Competition for the coming Season.
 (vi) Election of Officers and Management Committee.
 (vii) Appointment of Auditors.
 (viii) Alteration of Rules, if any (of which notice has been given).
 (ix) Fix the date for the commencement of the season and kick off times applicable to the 

Competitions.
 (x) Other business of which due notice shall have been given and accepted as being relevant to 

an Annual General Meeting.

 (B) A copy of the duly audited balance sheet, statement of accounts and agenda shall be forwarded 
to each club at least 7 days prior to the meeting, and to the Lincolnshire County Football 
Association.

 (C) A signed copy of the duly audited balance sheet and statement of accounts shall be sent to 
the Lincolnshire County Football Association, within fourteen days of its adoption by the Annual 
General Meeting.

 (D) Each full member club shall be empowered to send two delegates to an Annual General 
Meeting. Each club shall be entitled to one vote only. Not less than 14 days notice shall be given 
of any meeting.

 (E) Clubs who have withdrawn their membership of the competition during the season being 
concluded or who are not continuing membership shall be entitled to attend but shall vote only on 
matters relating to the season being concluded. This provision will not apply to clubs expelled in 
accordance with Rule 17.

 (F) All voting shall be conducted by a show of voting cards unless a ballot be demanded by at least 
60% of the delegates qualified to vote or the Chairman so decides.
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 (G) No individual shall be entitled to vote on behalf of more than one full member club.

 (H) Any continuing member club failing to be represented at the Annual General Meeting without 
satisfactory reason being given shall be fined £30.

 (I) Officers and Management Committee members shall be entitled to attend and vote at an Annual 
General Meeting.

 AGREEMENT TO BE SIGNED

7. The Chairman and the Secretary of each Club shall complete and sign the following agreement 
(shown at Appendix C), which shall be deposited with the competition together with the application 
for membership for the coming season, or upon indicating that the club intends to compete.

 We (a) ....................................................... of .......................................................... (Chairman) and

 (b) ............................................................ of ........................................................ (Secretary) of the

 ....................................................................... Junior Football Club have been provided with a copy 
of the Rules & Regulations of the Mid Lincs County Youth Football League Competition and 
do hereby agree for and on behalf of the said club, if elected or accepted into membership, to 
conform to those rules and regulations and to accept, abide by and implement the decisions of the 
Management Committee of the Competition, subject to the right of appeal in accordance with Rule 
16.

 Any alteration of the Chairman and/or Secretary on the above agreement must be notified to the 
appropriate County Football Association(s) to which the club is affiliated and to the Secretary of 
the Competition.

 (NOTE: The spaces above are intended for the inclusion of the signatures and addresses of Officers 
of Member Clubs).

 QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS

8. (A) (1) Contract players, as defined in Football Association rules, are not permitted in this 
competition. A contract player may only play for the Club that holds his contract.

 It is the responsibility of each Club to ensure that any player signing a registration form for that 
Club has, where necessary, the required International Transfer Certificate. Clearance is required 
for any player aged 12 and over crossing borders including Wales, Scotland and Ireland.

 (2) No player registered with a F.A. Premier League or Football League Academy will be permitted 
to play in this competition. A player registered with a Centre of Excellence may only play in this 
Competition subject to the Regulations of the Programme for Excellence.

 (3) While serving in any branch of He Majesty’s Regular Forces, a player must first obtain consent 
of his Association Secretary before signing a registration form to play for a club.

 (B) A registered playing member of a club is one who, being in all other respects eligible has; 
 Signed a fully and correctly completed Competition registration form in ink. Countersigned by 

his/her parent or guardian and by an Officer of the Club, and who has been registered with the 
Registrar 7 days prior to playing, and whose completed identity card has been received by the club 
prior to playing.
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 (The registration document must incorporate any known serious medical conditions of the 
player and emergency contact details of the player’s parents or guardians. These details must be 
available at matches and training events the player attends within the management of the club or 
competition).

 Two fully completed Identity Cards and two current passport photographs of the player must be 
submitted to the Registrar. These must be submitted within 7 days of signing or the registration 
forms become void. 

 The qualification dates for the competition shall be as follows:

 Mini Soccer
 To play in a KO Cup game or a game where points are awarded, or results published, a player must 

have achieved the age of eight on or before 31st August.
 Under 7 – The player must have obtained the age of 6 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 

season but must be under the age of 7 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing season.
 Under 8 – The player must be under the age of 8 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 

season. 
 Under 9 – The player must have obtained the age of 8 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 

season but must be under the age of 9 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing season.
 Under 10 – The player must be under the age of 10 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 

season.
 In accordance with the foregoing qualifications a player in the above age ranges must not play in 

a match where any other player is older or younger by 2 years or more.
 Youth Football
 Under 11 – The player must have obtained the age of 10 as at midnight on 31st August in the 

playing season but must be under the age of 11 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 
season.

 Under 12 – The player must be under the age of 12 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 
season.

 Under 13 – The player must be under the age of 13 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 
season.

 Under 14 – The player must be under the age of 14 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 
season and be male.

 Under 15 – The player must be under the age of 15 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 
season and be male.

 Under 16 – The player must be under the age of 16 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 
season and be male.

 In accordance with the foregoing qualifications a player under the age of 15 as at midnight on 31st 
August in the playing season must not play in a match where any other player is older or younger 
by 2 years or more.

 (The above qualification dates are subject to the provisions contained in FA Rule C.4 (a)(vi)).

 (C) All teams playing mini soccer may register a maximum of 12 players with the league. Teams 
playing 11 a side may register a maximum of 17 players.  No player’s registrations will be allowed 
after 1st March without the approval of the Management Committee.

 (D) A player having taken part in matches for any club affiliated to any County Football Association 
shall not be allowed to join, be transferred to, or sign for a club in the competition without first 
proving to officials of the intended club that the player has discharged all reasonable financial 
liabilities to the previous club or clubs and a  club official may not accept such player’s signature 
without first ascertaining whether such claims have been discharged to the satisfaction of the Club, 
or Clubs for which the player last played. 
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 (E) A fee of £2.80 shall be paid for each player registered. This shall include insurance cover of 
£1.70 plus any increases by Insurance Company at cost. In the event of a players club having 
players insurance and submitting a copy of the current season’s policy to the League Secretary 
prior to the commencement of the playing season a refund of £1.70 plus any increases by Insurance 
Company at cost will be given for each player registered. Payable at the Administration meeting 
on August 22nd 2011.

 (F) The Management Committee shall decide all registration disputes.
 In the event of a player signing a registration form or having a registration submitted for more 

than one club, priority of registration shall decide for which club the player shall be registered. 
The Registrar shall notify the club last applying to register the player of the fact of the previous 
registration.

 (G) It shall be deemed misconduct for a player to: -
 (i) Play for more than one club in the competition in the same season without first being transferred.
 (ii) Having signed for one club in the competition, sign for another club in the competition in that 

season except for the purpose of a transfer.
 (iii) Submit a signed registration form for registration that the player had wilfully neglected to 

accurately or fully complete.

 (H) (i) The Management Committee shall have power to accept the registration of any player. 
 (ii) The Management Committee shall have the power to refuse, cancel or suspend the registration 

of any player at their discretion proved guilty of registration irregularities (Subject to Rule 16).
 (iii) The Management Committee shall have the power to make an application to refuse or cancel 

the registration of any player found guilty of undesirable conduct and to disqualify the player in 
question from participating in all games in the Competition (Subject to Rule 16).Subject to the 
right of appeal to the FA or the relevant County Football Association.

 Undesirable conduct shall mean an incident of repeated conduct, which may deter a participant 
from being involved in this competition. Application should be made to the parent County of the 
Club the player is registered with.

 (Note: Action under clause (iii) shall not be taken against a player for misconduct until the matter 
has been dealt with by the appropriate Association, and then only in cases of the player bringing 
the competition into disrepute.) and will in any case be subject to an Appeal to the Football 
Association) For the purpose of this Rule, bringing the Competition into disrepute, can only be 
considered where the player has received in excess if 112 days suspension or 10 matches in match 
based discipline, in a period of two years or less from the date of the first offence.

 (I) Subject to The Football Association Rules dealing with players without a written contract when 
a player desires a transfer, the Secretary of the club the player wishes to transfer to shall send a 
written request direct to the League Treasurer in order to obtain a transfer form at a cost of £20 
and then submit the fully completed transfer request form to the Registrar along with 2 current 
passport photographs of the player and 2 fully completed Identity Cards.

 Should the club holding the players registration object to the transfer it should state its objections 
in writing to the registrar and to the player concerned within 7 days of receipt of the transfer form. 
Upon receipt of the clubs consent, or upon its failure to give written objection within 7 days, the 
Registrar may, on behalf of the Management Committee, transfer the player who shall be deemed 
eligible to play for the new club from such date. A player is not entitled to more than one transfer 
in any one season. No team shall be allowed more than two transfers into their team during the 
season.

 In the event of an objection to a transfer the matter shall be referred to the Management Committee 
for a decision.

 (J) A player may not be transferred to another Club in the competition prior to November 1st nor 
after February 1st in that season except by special permission of the Management Committee. 
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 (K) A club shall keep a list of the players it registers and a record of the games in which they have 
actively played, and shall produce such records upon demand by the Management Committee. 
Registrations are valid for one season only.

 In the event a club has more than one team in an age group, each team must be clearly identifiable 
but not designated A or B or 1st or 2nd.   In such cases, players will be registered for one team only. 
A player so registered will be allowed to play for his club in a younger or older age group within 
the provisions of Rule 8(b) with an Identity Card having been issued by the Registrar to cover each 
team. Where there are two teams from the same club playing in the same League, both the home 
and away games between those teams must be completed by 30th November in the playing season.

 (L) A register containing the names of all players registered for each club, with the date of 
registration, shall be kept by the Registrar(s) and shall be open to the inspection of any duly 
appointed member club representative at all Management Committee meetings or at other times 
mutually arranged. Registrations are valid for one Season only.

 In the event of a player without written contract changing his status to that of a contract player 
with the same Club, another Club in the Competition or with a Club in another Competition, his 
registration as a player without a written contract will automatically be cancelled and declared 
void. In order to play in the League again, either for his original Club or another Club, it will be 
necessary for him to be re-registered as required by this Rule.

 (M) A player shall not be eligible to play for a team in any special championship deciding match 
(as specified in Rule 12A) unless the player has played 3 or more league games for that team in 
this competition in the current season.

 (N) Any player, whose team withdraws from the league after February 1st in that season, shall 
not be eligible to play for any other team in that playing season except by permission of the 
Management Committee.

 (O) (i) Any team playing an unregistered or otherwise ineligible player or players may have the 
points gained in the match deducted from its total and the game may be awarded to the opposition 
and be fined up to a maximum of £200 per player, per match and or otherwise be dealt with at the 
discretion of the Management Committee.

 (ii) The Management Committee may at its discretion, award the points available in the match in 
question to the opponents, subject to the match not being ordered to be replayed.

 (P) (i) Priority must be given at all times to school and school organisations activities
 (ii) The availability of children must be cleared with Head Teachers (except for Sunday Leagues)
 (iii) Players shall not play in a match involving players who are more than two years older.
 (Note: for players under the age of 18 the provisions contained in Football Association Rules will 

apply.)

 (Q) A Club may seek permission from the Management Committee to cancel the registration of a 
duly signed player if the player is no longer an active member of the club. Any players registration 
so cancelled by a club shall have his registration held on a separate register by the Registrar and 
upon an application being received by another member club for his registration in the current 
playing season the player shall be classed as being a transferred player and will be subject to the 
rules regarding transfers as set in these rules. The said players transfer fee of £20 may be waived 
at the discretion of the Management Committee upon application from the club so desiring the 
player’s registration.

 (R) It is mandatory that Managers inspect their opposing team players Identity Cards prior to the 
kick off of each match. Failure to do so shall incur a fine of up to £50. Any team failing to produce 
Players Identity Cards for inspection will be fined up to £50 and the opposition has the right to 
refuse to play the fixture and put a protest before the League Management Committee who may 
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award the match at their discretion subject to an acceptable explanation not being received. Should 
both teams agree to the match being played, the management committee will not entertain any 
subsequent appeal as to validity of players involved or the match result.

 CLUB COLOURS, CLUB NAME

9. (A) Every club must register the colour of its shirts and shorts with the Secretary by July 31st who 
shall decide as to their suitability. Goalkeepers must wear colours, which distinguish them from 
other players and the referee. No player, including the goalkeeper shall be permitted to wear black 
or very dark shirts.

 If in the opinion of the referee, two clubs have the same or similar colours, the away team shall 
make the change to alternative colour shirts and shorts. Any team not having a change of colours 
or delaying the kick off by not having a change shall be fined £5.

 The secretary of the competition may request shirts to be submitted if complaints are received as 
to lack of distinguishing colours, and the Management Committee may refuse to permit any shirts 
or shorts as they think fit. Shirts must be numbered from 1 to 17/18 or a fine of £5 will be imposed.

 (B) Any club wishing to change its name and/or colours must seek permission from its affiliated 
County Association and from the Management Committee. *Note: Lincolnshire Football 
association Rule 3 states - No club will be allowed to change its name once it has affiliated to the 
County Association.

 PLAYING SEASON, CONDITION OF PLAY
 TIMES OF KICK OFF, POSTPONEMENTS, SUBSTITUTES

10. (A) The Annual General Meeting shall determine the date for the commencement of the season 
in accordance with Football Association Rules.  Original fixtures arranged by the (Fixtures) 
Secretary, or at a meeting specially convened for that purpose, to be held no later than 31st July 
must not be arranged for a date later than seven days preceding the concluding date.

 If mutually arranged at a meeting a list of fixtures must be forwarded to the  (Fixtures) Secretary 
within seven days of the  meeting.  Fixtures are deemed to be accepted unless objections are 
received by the  (Fixtures) Secretary within fourteen days of their issue.

 Any Club failing to be represented at a fixture meeting or otherwise infringing this Rule shall be 
liable for a fine of £25 and the Management Committee or the (Fixtures) Secretary shall arrange 
that Club’s fixtures.

 (A) The Annual General Meeting shall determine the commencing and concluding dates for the 
ensuing season, which shall be in accordance with Football Association rules. No club shall be 
compelled to play after the concluding date, except for play off games to determine championship 
positions. Original fixtures arranged at a meeting specially convened for that purpose to be held no 
later than July 31st must not be arranged for a date, later than seven days preceding the concluding 
date.

 If mutually arranged at a meeting a list of fixtures must be left with the Fixture Secretary prior 
to leaving the meeting. Fixtures are deemed to be accepted, unless objections are received (in 
writing) by the Fixture Secretary within fourteen days of the meeting. 

 Each team must be represented individually. Any team failing to be represented at a fixture meeting 
otherwise infringing this rule shall be liable to a fine of £25 and may forfeit their membership of 
the league.

 (B) All matches shall be played in accordance with the laws of the game as determined by the 
International Football Association Board or, for Mini Soccer, the Laws of Mini Soccer as set down 
by The Football Association.

 Clubs must take all reasonable precautions to keep their grounds in a playable condition. All 
matches shall be played on pitches deemed suitable by the management committee. 3rd Generation 
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playing surfaces may be used in this competition provided the pitch is listed on the Football 
Associations register of artificial grass pitches and with the prior consent of the Lincolnshire 
Football Association (Matches arranged as above are acceptable providing both teams are in 
agreement.)

 If through any fault of the home team a match has to be replayed, the management committee shall 
have power to order the venue to be changed.

 The Management Committee shall have power to decide whether a pitch and/or facilities are 
suitable for matches in the competition and to order the club concerned to play its fixtures on 
another ground. The costs incurred for such incidents are to be borne by the Home club.

 All matches shall have a duration as set out below unless a shorter time (not less than 20 minutes 
each way) is mutually arranged by the two Managers in consultation with the referee prior to the 
commencement of the match, and in any event shall be of equal halves.

 For Mini Soccer
 Under 7’s and 8’s up to a maximum of 40 minutes.
 The maximum playing time in any one day for under 7 and under 8 age groups is 40 minutes and 

for under 9 and 10 age groups is 60 minutes.

 For Youth Football
 The duration of play shall be as follows unless it is mutually agreed by all parties to reduce the 

time.
 Under 11 & 12’s 30 minutes each half.
 Under 13 & 14’s 35 minutes each half.
 Under 15 & 16’s 40 minutes each half.

 The minimum time for any game will not be less than 20 minutes each half for players in the under 
14 age group and below and 25 minutes each half for all other age groups.

 No player under the age of 16 as at midnight on 31st August in any season shall be permitted to 
play more than one game or, in the event the competition allows the playing of a double header, 
i.e.: two separate matches, 100 minutes per day in this competition.

 The Management Committee shall fix the times of kick off which for all Sunday League matches 
kick off times will be 10.45, 12.30 or 14.15. Any club failing to commence at the appointed time 
may be fined a sum not exceeding £25 or be otherwise dealt with as the management committee 
may determine. In the event of a late start preventing the completion of a match, the defaulting 
club shall be liable to forfeit the points or the Management Committee may order the score to 
stand.

 Referees must order matches to commence at the appointed time and must report all late starts to 
the League Secretary within 5 days of the match being played.

 The home team must provide at least two footballs fit for play and the referee shall make a report 
to the Competition Secretary if the footballs are unsuitable.

 The size of football to be used shall be:
 Size 3 for players in the Under 7 and 8 age categories.
 Size 4 for players in the Under 9,10,11,12,13 and 14 age groups. 
 Size 5 for all other age groups.
 Goal nets and corner flags must be used in all matches.

 All Pitches (where possible) will include the use of either (a) The FA’s respect Barriers / roped off 
area (Designated Spectators Area) (b) a line of cones or (c) a spray paint to mark the designated 
spectators area which should start one meter from the touchline . All Spectators to remain behind 



36

this line and are not permitted behind or near the goals during the game, however team managers/
coaches and first aiders may be allowed by the touchline. A Flag post not less than1.5m (5 ft) high, 
with a non pointed top and flag is placed at each corner.

 Any team failing to use (a) The FA’s Respect Barriers (Designated Spectator Area) (b) a Line of 
cones or (c) a spray paint to mark the designated Spectators area which should be one meter from 
the touchline without special permission (in writing) from the management committee will be 
fined up to £50.

 (C) Except by permission of the Management Committee all matches must be played on the dates 
originally fixed but priority shall be given to the Football Association and all relevant County 
Association Cup Competitions and also any Cup Competitions run in conjunction with this league. 
All other matches must be considered secondary. Clubs may mutually agree to bring forward a 
match with the consent of the Fixture Secretary. In the event of a fixture being cancelled 7 days 
prior to the date arranged or with the consent of the Management Committee, the Clubs concerned 
must rearrange and notify the Fixture Secretary within 14 days of the cancellation failing which a 
fine of £10 shall be incurred. All matches arranged after the fixture meeting are to be confirmed in 
writing on the appropriate card (as shown at Appendix A) by both teams to the Fixture Secretary 
at least 7 days prior to the fixture taking place. Any club failing to comply with this rule shall 
be liable to a fine of £10. Any fixtures that have not been arranged and notified to the Fixture 
Secretary at least 7 days prior to the final date of the playing season shall be deemed to be void 
games, no points shall be awarded to either team. 

 A MINIMUM of 8 LEAGUE games must be played before 1st Jan 2012 unless written permission 
by the Management Committee has been granted. 

 Where there is a referee appointed by the League, it is the responsibility of the home team to notify 
them along with the opposition and fixture secretary by phone of any postponement when a game 
is cancelled within 7 days of the fixture date.

 (D) In the event of a teams details having changed from the League Directory and playing a fixture 
prior to this change being circulated in the minutes by the League Secretary, the Secretary of the 
Club must give notice in writing of full particulars to the Fixture Secretary and the Secretary of 
the opposing club at least 7 clear days prior to the playing of each match.

 Any club failing to comply with this rule shall be liable to a fine of £10.

 (E) In the event of a club playing in any match with less than 11 players they may be fined £1 for 
each missing player. A minimum of 7 players will constitute a team for a youth competition match 
and 5 players shall constitute a team at mini soccer.

 (F) (1) Home and away matches shall be played. In the event of a club failing to keep its engagement 
the Management Committee shall have power to inflict a fine not exceeding £50, deduct points 
from the defaulting club, award the points to the opponents, order the defaulting club to pay any 
expenses incurred by the opponents or otherwise deal with them except the award of goals. (Under 
7 and 8 Exempt)

 (2) Not withstanding the foregoing home and away provision, the Management Committee shall 
have power to order a match to be played on a neutral ground or on the opponents ground if they 
are satisfied that such action is warranted by the circumstances. The costs to be borne by the home 
club.

 (Notice of postponement of any match must be given in writing 7 days prior to the date of the 
match by the postponing club to the Fixtures Secretary, the Referees Secretary and the Secretary 
of the opposing club. In the event of the match being cancelled within 7 days of the agreed date the 
Fixture Secretary, Referees Secretary and opposition Secretary are to be verbally informed with 
immediate effect. The Management Committee shall deal with any club failing to comply, and 
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may inflict a fine not exceeding £50 and/or order the defaulting club to reimburse travel expenses 
and other relevant costs incurred by opposing teams, match officials or league officers and/or order 
the game be awarded to their opponents. (Under 7 and 8 exempt)

 (3) In the event of a match not being played or abandoned owing to causes over which neither club 
has control, it shall be played in its entirety on a date to be mutually by the two clubs and approved 
by the Management Committee. Failing such agreement and notification to the Fixture Secretary 
within 7 days the Management Committee shall have power to order the match to be played on a 
named date or on or before a given date.

 (4) The Management Committee shall review all matches abandoned and in a cases where it is 
consequent upon the conduct of either or both teams. Where it is to the advantage of the competition 
and does no injustice to either club, the Management Committee shall be empowered to order 
the score at the time of abandonment to stand. In all cases where a match has been abandoned 
owing to the conduct of one team or its club member(s) they shall be empowered to award the 
points for the match to the opponents and/or take what other action they may deem necessary. In 
cases where a match is abandoned owing to the conduct of both teams, and its club members, the 
Management Committee shall rule all points for the match as void. No fine(s) can be applied by 
the Management Committee for an abandoned match.

 (G) A club may at its discretion and in accordance with the laws of the game use 3 substitute 
players in any match in this competition from Under 11 age upwards who may be selected from 3 
players. 

 Subject to the provisions set out.

 For Mini Soccer
 Any number of substitutions from the registered squad of 12 players may be used at any time with 

the permission of the referee. Entry onto the field of play will only be allowed during a stoppage 
in play. A player who has been replaced may return to the play as a substitute for another player. A 
Team must not have a squad greater than double the size of its team in an age group.

 For Youth Football
 For teams in the Under 11 age and upwards, a player who has been substituted becomes a 

substitute and may replace another player at any time subject to the substitution being carried out 
in accordance with Law 3 of the Laws of Association Football.

 The referee shall be informed of the names of the substitutes not later than 5 minutes before the 
start of the match.

 A player who has been selected, appointed or named as a substitute before the start of the match 
but does not actually play in the game shall not be considered to have been a player in the game 
within the meaning of Rule 8 of this competition.

 (H) The half time interval for mini soccer matches shall be 5 minutes and youth matches shall 
be of 10 minutes duration, but it shall not exceed 15 minutes. The half time interval may only be 
altered with the consent of the referee.

 (I) The League shall require all players and Club officials to have signed the FA’s Respect Codes 
of Conduct and produce these if so requested by the League management committee. Pror to 
each match the participating teams and officials shall conduct the “Respect handshake and/or 
participating teams to offer “three cheer” and handshakes to the opposing team after the match.

 (II) The participating Clubs taking part in the fixture shall identify a team captain designated with 
a captain’s armband who has a responsibility to offer support in the management of the on field 
discipline of his/her team mates. If the participating players are considered to be too young to take 
on this role a member of the team coaching staff should provide this support.

 In the event of inclement weather the Unfit Pitch Procedure is to be carried out in order to prevent 
unnecessary travelling by the visiting team and officials. This procedure is shown in Appendix 
F and home teams failing to comply may be fined £10 and be charged with reimbursing their 
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opponents, match officials and/or League Officers travelling costs of 25 pence per mile for 4 cars 
(Small Sided) or 5 cars (Youth Teams).

 REPORTING RESULTS

11. (A) The Results Secretary must receive from both Clubs, the result and statistics of each 
competition match either by use of Online Submission within 36 hours or within 5 days by use 
of the Manual Card as shown in Appendix B. This must include the forenames and surname of 
the team players (in block letters) along with goal scorers. (U7 and 8 exempt), sporting mark and 
referee mark.

 (A) (i) All Teams must enter a sporting mark for their opponents sporting behaviour. Any team 
awarding an opponent a sporting mark of 4 or less shall submit in writing to the League Secretary 
within 7 days of the match being completed, the reasons for awarding such a mark. Any team 
awarding a referee a mark of 50 or less shall submit in writing to the referee’s appointment 
secretary within 7 days of the match being completed, the reasons for awarding such a mark. All 
marks must be whole figures and not fractions or percentages on a scale of 1-100 (See Appendix H 
for Guide to Marking). Clubs failing to comply with this rule shall be fined £10 for each offence. 

 (B) The match result notification, correctly completed, shall be signed by a responsible member of 
the club. The Management Committee shall have power to take such action, as they deem suitable 
against a Club that submits an incomplete form or incorrect information.

 DETERMINING CHAMPIONSHIP

12. (A) Team rankings within the competition will be decided by points with, 2 points to be awarded 
for a win and 1 point for a drawn match. The teams gaining the highest number of points in their 
respective divisions at the conclusion shall be adjudged the winners. Matches must not be played 
for double points. In the event of two or more teams being equal on points, team rankings will be 
decided by a deciding match, played under conditions determined by the Management Committee. 
in mini soccer points can only be awarded for under 9 competitions onwards.

 In all deciding matches, in the event of a tie after normal time then extra time will be played of:
 Under 9 and 10’s 5 minutes each way.
 Under 11 and 12’s 7 minutes each way.
 Under 13’s and above 10 minutes each way.

 In the event of a draw after extra time has been played, then the game shall be decided by the taking 
of kicks from the penalty mark according to instructions in the Football Association handbook as 
shown under section Laws of the Game.(See Appendix G).

 (B) Promotion and relegation may be applied at the discretion of the Management Committee as 
per permission granted under Rule 1B

 REFEREES

13. (A) Registered Referees and Assistant Referees for all matches shall be appointed in a manner 
approved by the Management Committee and by the sanctioning Association(s). Referees & 
Assistant Referees must have attained the age of 14 before officiating at matches in the competition.

 (B) In the event of the non-appearance of the appointed referee the appointed senior assistant 
referee shall take charge and a substitute assistant referee appointed by the competing teams. In 
cases where there are no officially appointed assistant referees, or where the competition has been 
unable to appoint a referee, the home club is to supply a league-recognised person to officiate or 
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offer to use the opponents league recognised official if present. A team manager is not eligible to 
referee his own team’s matches. Clubs failing to supply a recognised person shall be fined £10. 
A Referee thus agreed upon shall, for that game, have the full powers, status and authority of a 
registered referee. The name of the official so designated is to be shown on the match result card 
or by online submission with the match statistics. In all cases of the non-appearance of a league 
appointed official the home club must report this incident in writing to the league secretary within 
5 days of the fixture or they may incur a fine of up to £50.

 (C) The Management Committee may, if they consider it desirable appoint Assistant Referees, if 
available, to any match. Where assistant referees are not appointed each team shall provide a club 
assistant referee. Failure to do so will result in a fine of £10 being imposed on the defaulting club. 

 (D) The appointed referee or grounds man shall have power to decide as to the fitness of the 
ground in all matches and his/her decision shall be final.

 (E) Match officials appointed under this rule shall be entitled to charge standard class public 
transport expenses or private car expenses of 25 pence per mile and any other permitted expenses 
actually incurred together with the following match fees:

 Referee - Youth Age Groups 11-14 £12 and Youth Age Groups 15 – 16  £15. Registered Referee’s 
appointed by the Management Committee as Assistant Referee’s £6 subject to any limits laid 
down by the sanctioning Association(s). Match officials unable to attend designated matches are 
to contact the home team manager verbally direct to inform him/her of the situation.

 The Home club shall pay the Officials their fees and expenses before the match.

 (F) In the event of a match not being played because of circumstances over which the clubs have 
no control, the match official(s), if present, shall be entitled to half fee plus expenses only. Where 
a match is not played owing to one club being in default, that club shall be ordered to pay the 
officials, if they attend the ground, their full fee and expenses.

 (G) A referee not keeping his engagement, and failing to give a satisfactory explanation as to his 
non-appearance, may have the fact reported to the County Association with which he is registered.

 (H) Each club shall, in a manner prescribed from time to time by the Football association, award 
marks to the referee for each match. The name of the referee and the marks awarded shall be 
submitted to the competition on the prescribed form provided or by online submission with the 
match statistics. Clubs failing to comply with this rule shall be liable to be fined as per rule 11a. 
The competition shall keep a record of the markings and, on the form provided by the Football 
Association/County Association shall submit a summary by the prescribed date each season.

 (I) Referees and Assistant Referees (where appointed) shall wear black uniform.

 CONTINUATION OF MEMBERSHIP OR wITHDRAwAL OF A CLUB

14. (A) After December 31st in the current season a club intending, or having a provisional intention, 
to withdraw a team from the competition on completion of its fixtures and fulfilment of all other 
obligations to the competition must notify the Secretary in writing by March 31st each season or 
be liable to a fine not exceeding their paid deposit.

 All clubs wishing to remain in membership of the competition for the following season must 
confirm their intention to do so, in writing to the Secretary by March 31st, by completing the 
Membership Agreement Form (as shown in Appendix C)

 (B) A club shall not be allowed to withdraw any or all of its teams from the competition after the 
Annual General Meeting for the following season. Any club infringing this rule shall be liable 
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to a fine not exceeding £50 per team and shall also be liable for its share of any call, which may 
be made under Rule 5(b).In the event of a team not completing all of its fixtures for the season 
due to being withdrawn from the competition by either the Club or the Member Clubs, the points 
obtained by or recorded against such a defaulting team shall be expunged from the Competition 
table. Any team withdrawing from the Competition 1st March onwards in the playing season may 
be fined up to £100

 (C) The membership for the coming season having been decided at the Annual general Meeting 
held not later than August 1st, the competition shall have the right, irrespective of other provisions 
in this Rule, to refuse to permit a club to withdraw its team(s) in order to join another competition 
and may hold the club to its engagements.

 (D) In the event of a Member Club which is an un-incorporated association withdrawing and/or 
disbanding it shall be immediately liable to discharge all its financial and other obligations to the 
Competition.

 In the event that any such obligation remains undischarged after a period of twenty-one (21) 
days then such obligation shall be met by the then current Club Members, excluding those under 
the statutory school leaving age.  Until a Member’s pro rata obligation is discharged in full the 
Member shall not be allowed to participate in the Competition, which may apply to the Club’s 
Parent County Association for a suspension order.

 PROTESTS AND APPEALS

15. (A) (i) All questions of eligibility, qualifications of players or interpretations of the rules shall be 
referred to the Management Committee.

 (ii) Objections relevant to the dimensions of the pitch, goals, flag posts or other facilities of the 
venue will not be entertained by the Management Committee unless a protest is lodged with the 
referee before the commencement of the match. Any club lodging such protest and not proceeding 
with it shall be deemed guilty of a breach of this rule and shall be dealt with by the Management 
Committee.

 (B) Except in cases where the Management Committee decide that there are special circumstances, 
protests and complaints (which must contain full particulars of the grounds upon which they are 
founded) must be lodged in duplicate with the Secretary within 7 days (excluding Sundays) of the 
match or occurrence to which they refer. A protest or complaint shall not be withdrawn except by 
permission of the Management Committee. A member of the Management Committee who is a 
member of any club involved shall not be present (except as a witness or representative of his club) 
when such protest or complaint is determined.

 (C) Any dispute occurring between clubs in the competition shall be referred for determination by 
the Management Committee, whose decision shall be binding upon all parties subject to Rule 16.

 (D) No protest, of whatever kind shall be considered by the Management Committee, unless the 
complaining club shall have deposited with the Secretary a sum of £35. This may be forfeited in 
whole or in part in the event of the complaining or protesting club losing its case. The competition 
shall have power to order the defaulting club or the club making a losing or frivolous protest or 
complaint to pay the expenses of the enquiry or to order that the costs to be shared by the parties.

 (E) All parties to a protest or complaint must receive a copy of the submission and must be afforded 
an opportunity to make a statement at least 7 days prior to the protest or complaint being heard.

 (i) All parties must have received 7 days’ notice of the Hearing should they be instructed to attend.
 (ii) Should a Club elect to state its case in person then they should forward a deposit of £35 and 

indicate such when forwarding the written response.
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 All parties to a protest or complaint must be afforded an opportunity to make a statement when 
the protest or complaint is being heard and must have received 7 days notice of the hearing, 
together with a copy of the submission. When dealing with a protest or complaint the Management 
Committee shall take into consideration the possession by the protesting or complaining club of 
any information, which, if properly used, might have avoided the protest or complaint.

 BOARD OF APPEAL

16. Within 14 days of the posting of written notification of any decision of the Management Committee 
or the competition a club, official or player against whom action is taken may appeal against 
such decision by lodging particulars in duplicate with the Secretary of the Lincolnshire Football 
Association, including a fee of £35, for adjudication of a Board of Appeal. The grounds of appeal 
shall be in accordance with FA Rules. The Board of Appeal may order the appeal fee to be forfeited 
and shall decide by whom the costs of the appeal shall be borne. The decision of the Board of 
Appeal is final and binding on all parties concerned.

 No appeal can be lodged against a decision taken at an Annual or Special General Meeting unless 
this is on the grounds of unconstitutional conduct.

 EXCLUSION OF CLUBS, OR TEAMS
 MISCONDUCT by CLUBS, OFFICIALS, PLAYERS

17. (A) At the Annual General Meeting, or Special General Meeting called for the purpose in 
accordance with the provisions of Rule 19, Notice of Motion having been duly circulated on the 
agenda, the accredited delegates present shall have the power to exclude any club or team from 
further membership which must be supported by (more than) two thirds (66%) of those present 
and voting. Voting on this point shall be conducted by ballot.

 (B) At the Annual General Meeting, or Special General Meeting called for the purpose in 
accordance with the provisions of Rule 19, the accredited delegates present shall have the power 
to exclude from further participation in the competition any club or team of a club whose conduct 
has, in their opinion, been undesirable, which must be supported by (more than) two thirds (66%) 
of those present and voting. Voting on this point shall be conducted by ballot. A club whose 
conduct is the subject of the vote being taken shall be excluded from voting.

 (C) Any official or member of a club proved guilty of either a breach of rules, other than field 
offences, or of inducing or attempting to induce a player or players of another club in the 
competition to join them or bringing this League into disrepute may be liable to expulsion, fined 
up to a maximum of £200 and points may be deducted or such penalty as a General Meeting or 
Management Committee may decide, and their club may also be liable to expulsion in accordance 
with the provisions of clauses (A) and (B) of this rule.

 (D) Any team failing to control the conduct of parents/guardians/spectators at matches in the 
competition and subsequently being found guilty of misconduct due to the behaviour of parents/
guardians/spectators, may be liable to expulsion, be fined up to a maximum of £200 and or points 
be deducted or such penalty as a General Meeting or Management Committee may decide, and 
their club may also be liable to expulsion in accordance with the provisions of clauses (A) and (B) 
of this rule.

 TROPHY: LEGAL OwNERS, CONDITIONS OF TAKING OVER,
 AGREEMENT TO BE SIGNED, AwARDS

18. (A) A Competition Cup or Trophy shall be vested in the association sanctioning the Competition 
as trustees. If a competition were discontinued for any cause the Cup or Trophy shall be returned 
to the donor, if the conditions attached to it so provide, or otherwise dealt with as the association 
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may decide. At the close of each competition awards shall be made to the winners and runners up 
if the funds of the competition permit.

 The following agreement (also shown in Appendix D) shall be signed on behalf of the winners of 
the Cup or Trophy.

 We ............................................. and ............................................. , the Chairman and Secretary of

 .................................................................................... JFC, members of and representing the Club,

 having been declared winners of .............................................................................. Cup or Trophy, 
and it having been delivered to us by the competition, do hereby on behalf of the Club jointly 
and severally agree to return the Cup or Trophy to the Competition Trophy Steward on or before 
February 1st of the following playing season or at such time so requested by the Steward in the 
same condition as it was presented to the club or a fine of £25 will be incurred. If the Cup or 
Trophy is lost or damaged whilst under our care we agree to refund to the Competition the amount 
of its current value or the cost of its thorough repair. 

 SPECIAL GENERAL MEETINGS

19. Upon receiving a requisition signed by two thirds of the clubs in membership the Secretary shall 
call a Special General Meeting. The Management Committee may call a Special General Meeting 
at any time.

 At least 7 days notice shall be given of either meeting under this rule, together with an agenda of 
the business to be transacted at such meeting. Each full member club shall be empowered to send 
two delegates to all special general meetings. Each club shall be entitled to one vote only.

 Any continuing member club failing to be represented at a special general meeting without 
satisfactory explanation shall be fined £25.

 Officers and Management Committee members shall be entitled to attend and vote at all special 
general meetings. All amendments to Rules can only be implemented once approved by the 
appropriate sanctioning Authority as will members of the management committee.

 ALTERATION TO RULES

20. Alterations for which consent has been given by the sanctioning Association shall be made to these 
rules only at the Annual General Meeting or at a Special General Meeting specifically convened 
for the purpose called in accordance with Rule19. Any alteration made during the playing season 
to the rule relating to the qualification of players shall not take effect until the following season.

 Notice of proposed alterations to be considered at the Annual General Meeting shall be submitted 
to the secretary by May 1st in each year. The proposals, together with any proposals by the 
Management Committee, shall be circulated to the clubs by May 14th and any amendments 
thereto shall be submitted to the secretary by May 21st. The proposals and proposed amendments 
thereto shall be circulated to the clubs with the notice of the Annual General Meeting. A proposal 
to change a rule shall be carried if a majority of those present and entitled to vote are in favour.

 A copy of the proposed alterations to rules to be considered at the Annual General Meeting or 
Special General Meeting shall be submitted to the sanctioning Football Association 14 days prior 
to the date of the meeting. Any alterations or additions decided upon at any meeting shall not 
become operative until the approval of the Association issuing sanction shall have been obtained.
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 RULES BINDING ON CLUBS

 FINANCE

21. (A) The Management Committee shall determine with which bank or other financial institution the 
funds of the competition will be lodged.

 (B) All expenditure, in excess of £500 shall be approved by the Management Committee. Cheques 
shall be signed by at least two officers nominated by the Management Committee.

 (C) The financial year of the competition will end on April 30th each year.

 (D) The books, or a certified balance sheet, of a competition shall be prepared and shall be audited 
by some suitable person(s) who shall be appointed at the Annual General Meeting.

 LEAGUE HANDBOOKS

22. All member club secretaries and each team manager must be supplied with a complete copy of 
these rules at a charge of £3 Referees may also be supplied with a copy.
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MINI SOCCER RULES

Law 1: Playing Area

WARNING: Please ensure that The FA Goalpost safety guidelines are observed.

Size of Pitch
Under 7s-8s Minimum width: 18.30m (20 yards) 
 Maximum width: 27.45m (30 yards) 
 Minimum length: 27.45m (30 yards) 
 Maximum length: 45.75m (50 yards)

Under 9s-10s Minimum width: 27.45m (30 yards) 
 Maximum width: 36.60m (40 yards) 
 Minimum length: 45.75m (50 yards) 
 Maximum length: 54.90m (60 yards)

Other pitch dimensions
Penalty Area: Length 9.15m (10 yards); Width 16.47m (18 yards) 
Penalty Mark: 7.32m (8 yards) from the Goal Line opposite the Centre of the Goal. 
Halfway Line: The field of play is divided into two halves by a halfway line.  The centre mark is 

indicated at the mid-point of the halfway line. 
Goal Size: The distance between the posts is 3.6m (12 feet) and the distance between the 

lower edge of the cross bar and the ground is 1.88m (6 feet)

Law 2: The Ball

The ball should be size 4 for U9/U10, or Size 3 for Under 7 and 8’s. 
It should be safe and made of leather or another suitable material.

Law 3 – Number of Players

All age groups shall play 7 a side.

Law 4 – Playing Equipment

All players must wear shin guards and goalkeepers must wear a distinguishing playing strip.  Shin 
guards must be covered by the stockings.

Law 5 – Referees

Each match is controlled by a referee who has full authority to enforce the Laws of the game in 
connection with the match to which they have been appointed.

The referee also:
• Enforces the laws of the game.
• Controls the match in co-operation with the assistant referees/time keeper.
• Ensures that the ball meets the requirement of Law 2.
• Ensures that the player’s equipment meets the requirements of Law 4.
• Stops, suspends or terminates the match, at their discretion, for any infringement of the laws.
• Stops, suspends or terminates the match because of outside interference of any kind.
• Stops the match if, in their opinion, a player is seriously injured and ensures that they are removed 

from the field of play.
• Ensures that any player bleeding from a wound leaves the field of play.
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• Allows play to continue when the team against which an offence has been committed will benefit 
from such an advantage and penalises the original offence if the anticipated advantage does not 
ensue at that time.

• Takes disciplinary action against players guilty of cautionable and/or sending off offences.
• Takes action against team officials who fail to conduct themselves in a responsible manner and 

may, at their discretion, expel them from the field of play and its immediate surrounds.
• Ensures that no unauthorised persons enter the field of play. 
• Restarts the match after it has been stopped.

The decisions of the referee regarding facts connected with play are final.  The referee may only 
change a decision on realising that it is incorrect or, at his/her discretion provided that play has not 
restarted.

Law 6 – Timekeeper/Scorer/Assistant Referee

A person may be nominated to assist the referee to:
• Record goals scored.
• Act as a timekeeper and signify to the referee by an agreed signal when the time of each half has 

expired.
• Suspend time on an instruction from the referee for all stoppages and add that time to the end of 

each half.
• Supervise the use of rolling substitutes.
• Carry out any other duties as prescribed by the referee.

If an independent timekeeper/scorer is not nominated, these duties are the responsibilities of the 
referee.

Law 7 – Duration of Game

All League Mini Soccer matches shall be played with 30 minutes each way, Cup Matches shall be 25 
minutes each way to allow for extra time if required as set out in the Cup Competition rules.

Subject to the above it is the Team Manager/Coaches responsibility to ensure that the use of roll on 
roll off substitutes are used to ensure that the following maximum playing times for any player in any 
one day are adhered to:
Under 7 & Under 8,   Maximum playing time 40minutes.
Under 9 & Under 10, Maximum playing time 60 minutes.
The half time interval must not exceed 5 minutes.

Law 8 – Start & Restart of Play

A kick off is taken at the centre of the playing area to start the game and after a goal has been scored, 
opponents must be 4.5m (5y) away from the ball, and in their own half of the field.  The ball must be 
played forward.

Special Circumstances
A dropped ball to restart the match after play has been stopped inside the penalty area takes place on 
the penalty area line parallel to the goal line at that point nearest to where the ball was located when 
the play was stopped.
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Law 9 – Ball In & Out of Play

The ball is out of play when:
• It has wholly crossed the goal line or touch line whether on the ground or in the air.
• Play has been stopped by the referee.

The ball is in play when:
• It rebounds from a goal or post, crossbar or corner flag post and remains in the field of play.
• It rebounds from either the referee or an assistant referee when they are on the field of play.

Law 10 – Method of Scoring

A goal is scored when the whole of the ball passes over the goal line, between the goalposts and under 
the crossbar, provided that no infringement of the laws of the Game has been committed previously 
by the team scoring the goal.

winning Team
The team scoring the greater number of goals during a match is the winner.  If both teams score an 
equal number of goals or if no goals are scored, the match is drawn.

Competition Rules
For matches ending in a draw, cup competition rules state provisions involving extra time, or other 
procedures as approved by the International FA Board to determine the winner of a match.

Law 11 – Offside

There is no offside in mini soccer.

Law 12 Fouls and Misconduct

In Mini-Soccer all free kicks are direct.
A free kick is awarded to the opposing team if a player commits any of the following offences in a 
manner considered to be careless, reckless or using excessive force:
• Kicks or attempts to kick an opponent 
• Trips or attempts to trip an opponent 
• Jumps at an opponent 
• Charges an opponent 
• Strikes or attempts to strike an opponent 
• Pushes an opponent

A free kick is awarded to the opposing team if a player commits any of the following offences:
• Tackles an opponent to gain possession of the ball, making contact with the opponent before 

touching the ball 
• Holds an opponent 
• Spits at an opponent 
• Handles the ball deliberately (except for the goalkeeper within his/her own penalty area) 
• Plays in a dangerous manner 
• Impedes the progress of an opponent 
• Prevents the goalkeeper from releasing the ball from his/her hands 
• Commits any other offence, not previously mentioned in Law 12, for which play is stopped to 

caution or dismiss a player
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Penalty Kick
A penalty kick is awarded if any of the above offences is committed by a player inside his/her own 
penalty area, irrespective of the position of the ball, provided it is in play.

Free Kick
A free kick is awarded to the opposing team if the goalkeeper:
• Takes more than 6 seconds to release the ball from his/her hands 
• Touches the ball again with his/her hands after it has been released from his/her possession and has 

not touched any other player 
• Touches the ball with his/her hands after it has been deliberately kicked to him/her by a team mate 
• Touches the ball with his/her hands after he/she has received it directly from a throw in taken by 

a team mate

For all these offences, the free kick should be taken from the penalty area line, parallel with the goal 
line, at the nearest point to the offence.

Cautionable Offences
A player is cautioned and shown the yellow card if he/she commits any of the following seven offences:
• Is guilty of unsporting behavior 
• Shows dissent by word or action 
• Persistently infringes the Laws of the Game 
• Delays the restart of play 
• Fails to respect the required distance when play is restarted with a corner kick or free kick 
• Enters or re-enters the field of play without the referee’s permission 
• Deliberately leaves the field of play without the referee’s permission

Sending Off Offences
A player is sent off and shown the red card if he/she commits any of the following seven offences:
• Is guilty of serious foul play 
• Is guilty of violent conduct 
• Spits at an opponent or any other person 
• Denies the opposing team a goal or an obvious goal scoring opportunity, by deliberately handling 

the ball (this does not apply to a goalkeeper within his/her own penalty area) 
• Denies an obvious goal scoring opportunity to an opponent moving towards the player’s goal by 

an offence punishable by a free kick or penalty kick 
• Uses offensive or insulting or abusive language and/or gestures 
• Receives a second caution in the same match

Law 13 – Free Kicks

For all free kicks opponents must be 4.5m (5y) from the ball.

Law 14 – Penalty Kicks

A penalty kick is awarded for offences, as described in Law 12.

Position of the ball and players
All players except the defending goalkeeper and kicker must be outside the penalty area and at least 
4.5m (5y) from the penalty mark.  The ball must be kicked forward.

Infringement/Sanctions
If a player or players commit an offence at the taking of a penalty kick his/her team shall not be 
allowed to gain an advantage (i.e. the kick is retaken or the goal is disallowed depending on which 
team offended).  If a player of both the defending and attacking teams offend, the kick shall be retaken.
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Law 15 – Throw In

A goal cannot be scored directly from a throw in.

A throw in is awarded:
• When the whole of the ball passes over the touch line, either on the ground or in the air.
• From the point where it crossed the touch line.
• To the opponents of the player who last touched the ball.

Procedure
At the moment of delivering the ball, the thrower:
• Faces the field of play
• Has part of each foot either on the touch line or on the ground outside the touch line.
• Uses both hands.
• Delivers the ball from behind and over the head.
• The throw in is awarded to the opposing team, if any of these requirements are not carried out.

The thrower may not touch the ball again until it has been touched another player.  If he/she does, a 
free kick will be awarded against them.  The ball is in play immediately when it enters the field of play.

Law 16: Goal Kick

Procedure
A player of the defending team kicks the ball from any point within the penalty area.
Opponents must remain outside the penalty area and at least 4.5m (5 yards) from where the kick is 
taken until the ball is in play.

Law 17: Corner Kicks

The opposing players must remain at least 4.5m (5yards) from the ball until it is in play.
The kicker may not touch the ball again until it has touched another player.  If he/she does, a free kick 
is awarded against them.
The ball is in play immediately when it enters the field of play
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Appendix A

Fixture Notification Card
To be used for all matches not notified at the Fixture Meeting as per Rule 10(c)
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Appendix B

Result Card
To be sent to the League Secretary for every match in the Competition as per Rule 11(a) unless using 

the online submission system.
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Appendix C

Membership Agreement
As per Rule 7

We (a) ............................................................... of ............................................................... (Chairman) 

and

(b) .................................................................... of ............................................................... (Secretary)

of the ...................................................................................................................... Junior Football Club 
have been provided with a copy of the Rules & Regulations of the Mid Lincs County Youth Football 
League Competition and do hereby agree for and on behalf of the said club, if elected or accepted 
into membership, to conform to those rules and regulations and to accept, abide by and implement the 
decisions of the Management Committee of the Competition.
Subject to the right of appeal in accordance with Rule 16.
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Appendix D

Trophy Agreement
As per Rule 18

We ................................................... and ..................................................., the Chairman and Secretary

of ....................................................................................... JFC, members of and representing the Club,

Having been declared winners of ................................................................................... Cup or Trophy,
and it having been delivered to us by the competition, do hereby on behalf of the Club jointly and 
severally agree to return the Cup or Trophy to the Competition Trophy Steward on or before February 
1st of the following playing season or at such time so requested by the Steward in the same condition 
as it was presented to the club or a fine of £25 will be incurred.
If the Cup or Trophy is lost or damaged whilst under our care we agree to refund to the Competition 
the amount of its current value or the cost of its thorough repair.
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July 14, 2011

Appendix E

Charge Sheet
As per Rule 5(d)
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Appendix F

Unfit Pitch Procedure
As per Rule 10(i)

A) On the day prior to the match, if there is any possibility that the pitch may be unfit for play, a 
representative of the Home team is to contact their opponents manager and make arrangements to 
contact them on the morning of the match prior to them travelling.

B) The Home team is to arrange for a pitch inspection to be carried out by a local referee (Initially this 
should be requested through the Referees Appointment Secretary).

C) The result of this inspection is to be advised to the opponents immediately as agreed in clause A. 
This is to be done even if the weather and or pitch conditions have changed significantly overnight. 
In the event that the match is to be postponed the Fixture Secretary and Referees Secretary are to 
be informed immediately as per rule 10(f).

D) The away team is responsible for ensuring that all of their transport is aware of the current situation 
and are not to travel without first obtaining the details from the home sides representative.

E) The referees decision whether the game is playable or not is final and will not be questioned.
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Appendix G

Kicks from The Penalty Mark

Procedure

When a team finishes the match with a greater number of players than their opponents, they shall 
reduce their numbers to equate with that of their opponents and inform the referee of the name and 
number of each player excluded. The team captain has this responsibility.

Before the start of kicks from the penalty mark the referee shall ensure that only an equal number of 
players from each team remain within the centre circle and they shall take the kicks.

The referee chooses the goal at which the kicks shall be taken.

The referee tosses a coin, and the team whose captain wins the toss takes the first kick.

The referee keeps a record of the kicks being taken.

Subject to the conditions explained below, both teams take five kicks.

The kicks are taken alternately by the teams.

If, before both teams have taken five kicks, one has scored more goals than the other could score, even 
if it were to complete its five kicks, no more kicks are taken.

If, after both teams have taken five kicks, both have scored the same number of goals, or have not 
scored any goals, kicks continue to be taken in the same order until one team has scored a goal more 
than the other from the same number of kicks.

A goalkeeper who is injured during the taking of kicks from the penalty mark and is unable to continue 
as goalkeeper may be replaced by a player from those eligible to take the kicks.

Only players who are on the field of play at the end of the match, which includes extra time where 
appropriate, are allowed to take kicks from the penalty mark.

Each kick is taken by a different player and all eligible players must take a kick before any player can 
take a second kick.

An eligible player may change places with the goalkeeper at any time when kicks from the penalty 
mark are being taken.

All players, except the player taking the kick, and the two goalkeepers, must remain within the centre 
circle.

The goalkeeper who is the team mate of the kicker must remain on the field of play, outside the penalty 
area in which the kicks are being taken, on the goal line where it meets the penalty area boundary line.

The other goalkeeper must remain on his goal line between the goalposts, facing the kicker until the 
ball is kicked.

Only the players and match officials are permitted to remain on the field of play when kicks from the 
penalty mark are being taken.

Unless otherwise stated, the relevant Laws of the Game and International F.A. Board decisions apply 
when kicks from the penalty mark are being taken.



56

Appendix H

Guide to Marking Referees

The mark awarded by a club must be based on the referee’s overall performance.  It is most important 
that the mark is awarded fairly and not based upon isolated or previous games.  The referee’s 
performance should be determined by the table below which should act as a guide for the overall mark 
which should fall within the mark range for each standard of performance.

 Mark Range Comment

 91-100 The referee was extremely accurate in decision making and very successfully 
controlled the game using management and communication skills to create an 
environment of fair play, adding real value to the game.

 81-90 The referee was very accurate in decision making and successfully controlled the 
game using management and communication skills to create an environment of 
fair play.

 71-80 The referee was accurate in decision making and controlled the game well, 
communicating with the players, making a positive contribution towards fair 
play.

 61-70 The referee was reasonably accurate in decision making, controlled the game 
quite well and communicated with players, establishing a reasonable degree of 
fair play.

 51-60 The referee had some shortcomings in the level of accuracy of decision making 
and control, with only limited success in communicating with the players resulting 
in variable fair play.

 50 The referee had significant shortcomings in the level of accuracy of decision
 and below making and control with poor communication with the players which resulted in 

low levels of fair play.

Notes

• Using a scale of up to 100 allows greater flexibility for clubs to distinguish between different 
refereeing performances more accurately.

• A mark within each mark range can be given to reflect the referee’s performance e.g. a mark of 79 
indicates a somewhat better performance than a mark of 71.

• A mark between 71 and 80 represents the standard of refereeing expected.

• When a mark of 50 or less is awarded, an explanation must be provided to the League or 
Competition by completing the appropriate box on the marking form.  It must include comments 
which could help improve the referee’s future performances.  Even where a referee has significant 
shortcomings there will have been some positive aspects which should be given credit; extremely 
low marks (below 20) should be very rare.
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How to Decide on the Referee’s Mark

The following questions focus on the key areas of a referee’s performance.  They are intended as an 
“aide memoire”, are not necessarily comprehensive and need not be answered individually.  It is, 
however, worth considering them before committing yourself to a mark for the referee.

CONTROL AND DECISION MAKING
• How well did the referee control the game?
• Were the players’ actions recognised correctly?
• Were the Laws applied correctly?
• Were all incidents dealt with efficiently/effectively?
• Were all the appropriate sanctions applied correctly?
• Was the referee always within reasonable distance of incidents?
• Was the referee well positioned to make critical decisions, especially in and around the penalty 

area?
• Did the referee understand the players’ positional intentions and keep out of the way accordingly?
• Did the referee demonstrate alertness and concentration throughout the game?
• Did the referee apply the use of the advantage to suit the mood and temperature of the game?
• Was the referee aware of the players’ attitude to advantage?
• Did the referee use the assistants effectively
• Did the officials work as a team, and did the referee lead and manage them to the benefit of the 

game?

COMMUNICATION AND PLAYER MANAGEMENT
• How well did the referee communicate with the players during the game?
• Did the referee’s level of involvement/profile suit this particular game?
• Did the referee understand the players’ problems on the day – e.g. difficult ground/weather 

conditions
• Did the referee respond to the changing pattern of play/mood of the players?
• Did the referee demonstrate empathy for the game, allowing it to develop in accordance with the 

tempo of the game?
• Was the referee pro-active in controlling the game?
• Was the referee’s authority asserted firmly without being officious?
• Was the referee confident and quick thinking?
• Did the referee appear unflustered and unhurried when making critical decisions?
• Did the referee permit undue questioning of decisions?
• Did the referee deal effectively with players crowding around after decisions/incidents?
• Was effective player management in evidence?
• Was the referee’s body language confident and open at all times?
• Did the pace of the game, the crowd or player pressure affect the referee negatively?

Final Thoughts
• Always try to be objective when marking.  You may not obtain the most objective view by marking 

the referee immediately after the game.
• Judge the performance over the whole game.  Don’t be too influenced by one particular incident.
• Don’t mark the referee down unfairly because your team was unlucky and lost the game or some 

disciplinary action was taken against your players.
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Appendix I
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LEAGUE CUP COMPETITIONS RULE SUPPLEMENTS
FOR YOUTH FOOTBALL TEAMS

 NAME OF COMPETITION

1. All matches shall be played in accordance with the rules, regulations and byelaws of the Football 
Association. All competitions shall be conducted on a knock out system. Each age group shall 
enter the cup competitions for their age as shown below.

Under 9 Onyx Trophies Cup
Under 10 Morley Newborn Cup
Under 10 Bryan Smith Trophy
Under 11 Sportsguard Cup
Under 12 Sportsecho.co.uk Cup
Under 13 TODDS-AC Cup
Under 14 Rustons Cup
Under 14 League Cup
Under 15 Lincolnshire Co-op Cup
Under 16 Lincolnshire Co-op Cup

 ENTRY LIMITED TO LEAGUE CLUBS

2. The trophies shall be open for annual competition amongst affiliated clubs that are members of the 
competition as stated in Rule 1.

 ENTRY FEE

3. The entrance fee for all competitions shall be £10 per team, per competition, per season and shall 
be payable at the Administration meeting on 22nd August 2011.

 CONTROL OF COMPETITIONS

4. The control of all competitions shall be in the hands of the Management Committee of the Mid 
Lincs County Youth Football League. The Management Committee shall have powers to apply, 
act upon and enforce the Rules of the Competition, and shall also have jurisdiction over all 
matters affecting the Competition, including any not provided for in these rules. Except where 
these rules provide for the imposition of a set penalty, any Club, Official or Player alleged to be 
in breach of a Competition Rule must be formally charged in writing and given the opportunity 
to present their case before the Management Committee. All breaches of the Laws of the Game, 
Rules and Regulations of the Football Association shall be dealt with in accordance with F.A. 
Rules. Notifications for breaches of rules shall be sent to the Club nominated Secretary, on the 
Competition Charge Sheet shown in Appendix E. The charge sheet is to be completed by the club 
secretary and returned to the competition secretary within 14 days. Any Club failing to return a 
duly completed charge sheet within 14 days may be eliminated from the competition.

 QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS

5. (A) Contract players, as defined in Football Association rules, are not permitted in this competition.
 No player registered with a F.A. Premier League or Football League Academy at any time during 

the current season will be permitted to play in this competition. A player registered with a Centre 
of Excellence may only play in this Competition subject to the Regulations of the Programme for 
Excellence.

 (B) A registered playing member of a club is one who, being in all other respects eligible has; 
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signed a fully and correctly completed Competition registration form in ink. Countersigned by 
his/her parent or guardian and by an Officer of the Club, and who has been registered with the 
Registrar 7 days prior to the original date fixed for playing of the fixture, and whose completed 
identity card has been received by the club prior to playing. In the case of postponed or replayed 
matches, only those players shall be allowed to play who were eligible to play in the original 
fixture. A player who has been suspended may if otherwise qualified, play in a postponed, drawn 
or replayed tie after the term of his suspension has expired. All players participating in the Semi 
Finals and Finals must have been registered with the team 7 days prior to the original date set for 
the semi final.

 (The registration document must incorporate any known serious medical conditions of the 
player and emergency contact details of the player’s parents or guardians. These details must be 
available at matches and training events the player attends within the management of the club or 
competition).

 Two fully completed Identity Cards and two current passport photographs of the player must be 
submitted to the Registrar. These must be submitted within 7 days of signing or the registration 
forms become void. 

 The qualification dates for the competition shall be as follows:

 Mini Soccer
 To play in a KO Cup game or a game where points are awarded, or results collected, a player must 

have achieved the age of eight on or before 31st August.
 Under 9 – The player must have obtained the age of 8 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 

season but must be under the age of 9 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing season.
 Under 10 – The player must be under the age of 10 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 

season.

 In accordance with the foregoing qualifications a player in the above age ranges must not play in 
a match where any other player is older or younger by 2 years or more.

 Youth Football
 Under 11 – The player must have obtained the age of 10 as at midnight on 31st August in the 

playing season but must be under the age of 11 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 
season.

 Under 12 – The player must be under the age of 12 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 
season and be male.

 Under 13 – The player must be under the age of 13 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 
season and be male.

 Under 14 – The player must be under the age of 14 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 
season and be male.

 Under 15 – The player must be under the age of 15 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 
season and be male.

 Under 16 – The player must be under the age of 16 as at midnight on 31st August in the playing 
season and be male.

 In accordance with the foregoing qualifications a player must not play in a match where any other 
player is older or younger by 2 years or more.

 (The above qualification dates are subject to the provisions contained in FA Rule C.4 (a)(vi)).

 (C) All teams playing mini soccer may register a maximum of 12 players with the league. Teams 
playing 11 a side may register a maximum of 17 players. No player’s registrations will be allowed 
after 1st March without the approval of the Management Committee.
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 (E) A player having taken part in matches for any club affiliated to any County Football Association 
shall not be allowed to play for any other team in the same competition during the same playing 
season.

 (F) It shall be deemed misconduct for a player to: -
 (i)  Play for more than one team in the same competition in the same season 
 (ii) Having signed for one club in the competition, sign for another club in the competition in that 

season except for the purpose of a transfer.
 (ii) Submit a signed registration form for registration that the player had wilfully neglected to 

accurately or fully complete.

 (G) (i) The Management Committee shall have power to accept the registration of any player. The 
Management Committee shall have the power to refuse, cancel or suspend the registration of any 
player or may fine any player at their discretion proved guilty of registration irregularities (Subject 
to Rule 16).

 (ii) The Management Committee shall have the power to make an application to refuse or cancel 
the registration of any player found guilty of undesirable conduct and to disqualify the player in 
question from participating in all games in the Competition (Subject to Rule 16).Subject to the 
right of appeal to the FA or the relevant County Football Association.

 Undesirable conduct shall mean an incident of repeated conduct, which may deter a participant 
from being involved in this competition. Application should be made to the parent County of the 
Club the player is registered with.

 (Note: Action under clause (iii) shall not be taken against a player for misconduct until the matter 
has been dealt with by the appropriate Association, and then only in cases of the player bringing 
the competition into disrepute.) and will in any case be subject to an Appeal to the Football 
Association) For the purpose of this Rule, bringing the Competition into disrepute, can only be 
considered where the player has received in excess if 112 days suspension or 10 matches in match 
based discipline, in a period of two years or less from the date of the first offence.

 (H) A club shall keep a list of the players it registers and a record of the games in which they have 
actively played, and shall produce such records upon demand by the Management Committee.

   
 In the event a club has more than one team in an age group, each team must be clearly identifiable 

but not designated A or B or 1st or 2nd.   In such cases, players will be registered for one team only. 
A player so registered will be allowed to play for his club in a younger or older age group within 
the provisions of Rule 8(b) with an Identity Card having been issued by the Registrar to cover each 
team.

 
 (I) (i) Any team playing an unregistered or otherwise ineligible player or players may be fined up 

to £200 per player per match and or otherwise be dealt with at the discretion of the Management 
Committee.

 (ii) In addition the Management Committee may, at its discretion, award the tie to their opponents. 

 (J) (i) Priority must be given at all times to school and school organisations activities
 (ii) The availability of children must be cleared with Head Teachers (except for Sunday Leagues)
 (iii) Players shall not play in a match involving players who are more than two years older.

 (Note; for players under the age of 18 the provisions contained in Football Association Rules will 
apply.)

 (K) It is mandatory that Managers inspect their opposing team players Identity Cards prior to the 
kick off of each match. Failure to do so shall incur a fine of up to £50. Any team failing to produce 
Players Identity Cards for inspection will be fined up to £50 and the opposition has the right to 
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refuse to play the fixture and put a protest before the League Management Committee who may 
award the match at their discretion subject to an acceptable explanation not being received. Should 
both teams agree to the match being played, the management committee will not entertain any 
subsequent appeal as to validity of players involved or the match result.

 CLUB COLOURS, CLUB NAME

6. (A) Every club must register the colour of its shirts and shorts with the Secretary by July 31st who 
shall decide as to their suitability. Goalkeepers must wear colours, which distinguish them from 
other players and the referee. No player, including the goalkeeper shall be permitted to wear black 
or very dark shirts.

 If in the opinion of the referee, two clubs have the same or similar colours, the away team shall 
make the change. Any team not having a change of colours or delaying the kick off by not having 
a change shall be fined £5.

 The secretary of the competition may request shirts to be submitted if complaints are received as 
to lack of distinguishing colours, and the Management Committee may refuse to permit any shirts 
or shorts as they think fit. Shirts must be numbered from 1 to 17/18 or a fine of £5 will be imposed.

 (B) Any club wishing to change its name and/or colours must seek permission from its affiliated 
County Association and from the Management Committee.

 PLAYING SEASON, CONDITION OF PLAY

 ARRANGEMENT OF ROUNDS, TIMES OF KICK OFF, POSTPONEMENTS,
 SUBSTITUTES

7. (A) The Management Committee shall determine the commencing and concluding dates for the 
competitions, which shall be in accordance with Football Association rules. The dates for each 
round shall be notified to clubs at the Fixture Meeting. 

 (B) All matches shall be played in accordance with the laws of the game as determined by the 
International Football Association Board or, for Mini Soccer, the Laws of Mini Soccer as set down 
by The Football Association.

 Clubs must take all reasonable precautions to keep their grounds in a playable condition. All matches 
shall be played on pitches deemed suitable by the management committee. 3rd Generation pitches 
may be used in this competition provided the pitch is listed on the Football Associations register 
of artificial grass pitches and with the prior consent of the Lincolnshire Football Association. 
Consent must be requested at the time of entry into the competition in each season. 

 (Matches arranged as above are acceptable providing both teams are in agreement.)
 If through any fault of the home team a match has to be replayed, the management committee shall 

have power to order the venue to be changed.
 The Management Committee shall have power to decide whether a pitch and/or facilities are 

suitable for matches in the competition and to order the club concerned to play its fixtures on 
another ground. The costs incurred for such incidents are to be borne by the Home club.

 All matches shall have duration as set out below unless a shorter time (not less than 20 minutes 
each way) is mutually arranged by the two Managers in consultation with the referee prior to the 
commencement of the match, and in any event shall be of equal halves.

 For Mini Soccer
 The maximum duration of play shall be two halves of 20 minutes each way. The maximum playing 

time in any one day for under 9-10’s up to a maximum of 60 minutes.
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 For Youth Football
 The duration of play shall be as follows unless it is mutually agreed by all parties to reduce the 

time.
 Under 11 & 12’s 30 minutes each half.
 Under 13 & 14’s 35 minutes each half.
 Under 15 & 16’s 40 minutes each half.

 The minimum time for any game will not be less than 20 minutes each half for players in the under 
14 age group and below and 25 minutes each half for all other age groups.

 No player under the age of 16 as at midnight on 31st August in any season shall be permitted to 
play more than one game or, in the event the competition allows the playing of a double header, 
i.e.: two separate matches, 100 minutes per day in this competition.

 The Management Committee shall fix the times of kick off. Kick off times will be 10.45, 12.30 
or 13.45 . Any club failing to commence at the appointed time may be fined a sum not exceeding 
£25 or be otherwise dealt with as the management committee may determine. In the event of a late 
start preventing the completion of a match, the defaulting club shall be liable to forfeit the tie or 
the Management Committee may deal with the matter, as they deem appropriate.

 Referees must order matches to commence at the appointed time and must report all late starts to 
the League Secretary within 5 days of the match being played.

 The home team must provide at least two footballs fit for play and the referee shall make a report 
to the Competition Secretary if the footballs are unsuitable.

 The size of football to be used shall be:
 Size 4 for players in the Under 9,10,11,12,13 and 14 age groups.
 Size 5 for all other age groups.
 Goal nets and corner flags must be used in all matches.

 (C) Except by permission of the Management Committee all matches must be played on the dates 
originally fixed but priority shall be given to the Football Association and all relevant County 
Association Cup Competitions and also any Cup Competitions run in conjunction with this league. 
All other matches must be considered secondary. The home club will set the time of kick off and 
notify the Fixture Secretary and their opposing Club Secretary in writing at least 7 days prior to 
the date of the fixture. It is the responsibility of the away club to actively seek confirmation of 
details of the tie from the home club. All matches arranged are to be confirmed in writing on the 
appropriate card (as shown at Appendix A) by both teams to the Fixture Secretary at least 7 days 
prior to the fixture-taking place. Any club failing to comply with this rule shall be liable to a fine 
of £10.

 In the event of a fixture being cancelled with the consent of the Management Committee, the Clubs 
concerned must rearrange and notify the Fixture Secretary within 3 days of the cancellation failing 
which a fine of £10 shall be incurred. All incidents of cancellations within 7 days of the fixture 
shall be placed before the Management Committee for adjudication.

 (D) In the event of a teams details having changed from the League Directory and playing a fixture 
prior to this change being circulated in the minutes by the League Secretary, the Secretary of the 
Club must give notice in writing of full particulars to the Fixture Secretary and the Secretary of 
the opposing club at least 7 clear days prior to the playing of each match.

 Any club failing to comply with this rule shall be liable to a fine of £10.

 (E) Every Club shall play its best-qualified team or teams in all matches in the competition. In 
the event of a club playing in any match with less than 11 players they may be fined £1 for each 
missing player. A minimum of 7 players will constitute a team for a competition match.
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 (F) In the event of a club failing to keep its engagement the Management Committee shall have 
power to inflict a fine not exceeding £50, award the tie to the opponents, order the defaulting club 
to pay any expenses incurred by the opponents or otherwise deal with them at their discretion.

 The Management Committee shall have power to order a match to be played on a neutral ground 
or on the opponents ground if they are satisfied that such action is warranted by the circumstances. 
The costs to be borne by the home club.

 Notice of postponement of any match must be given in writing 7 days prior to the date of the match 
by the postponing club to the Fixture Secretary, the Referees Secretary and the Secretary of the 
opposing club. The Management Committee shall deal with any club failing to comply, and may 
inflict a fine not exceeding £50 and/or order the game be awarded to their opponents.

 In the event of a match not being played or abandoned owing to causes over which neither club 
has control, it shall be played in its entirety on a date to be mutually agreed by the two clubs and 
approved by the Management Committee. Failing such agreement and notification to the Fixture 
Secretary within 3 days the Management Committee shall have power to order the match to be 
played on a named date or on or before a given date.

 The Management Committee shall review all abandoned matches and in a case where it is to the 
advantage of the competition and does no injustice to either club, shall be empowered to order the 
score at the time of abandonment to stand. In all cases where a match has been abandoned owing 
to the conduct of one team or its club member(s) they shall be empowered to award the tie to the 
opponents and/or take what other action they may deem necessary. In cases where a match is 
abandoned owing to the conduct of both teams or its club members, the Management Committee 
shall take such action, as they consider appropriate. Such action is subject to any disciplinary 
action taken by the appropriate County Football Association.

 (G) A club may at its discretion and in accordance with the laws of the game use 3 substitute 
players in any match in this competition from Under 11 age upwards who may be selected from 3 
players. 

 Subject to the provisions set out.

 For Mini Soccer
 Any number of substitutions from the registered squad of 12 players may be used at any time with 

the permission of the referee. Entry onto the field of play will only be allowed during a stoppage 
in play. A player who has been replaced may return to the play as a substitute for another player.

 For Youth Football
 For teams in the Under 11 age and upwards, a player who has been substituted himself becomes a 

substitute and may replace another player at any time subject to the substitution being carried out 
in accordance with Law 3 of the Laws of Association Football.

 The referee shall be informed of the names of the substitutes not later than 5 minutes before the 
start of the match. 

 A player who has been selected, appointed or named as a substitute before the start of the match 
but does not actually play in the game shall not be considered to have been a player in the that 
game within the meaning of Rule 8 of this competition.

 (H) The half time interval for mini soccer matches shall be 5 minutes and youth matches shall 
be of 10 minutes duration, but it shall not exceed 15 minutes. The half time interval may only be 
altered with the consent of the referee.

 (I) In the event of inclement weather the Unfit Pitch Procedure is to be carried out in order to 
prevent unnecessary travelling by the visiting team and officials. This procedure is shown in 
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Appendix F and home teams failing to comply may be fined £10 and be charged with reimbursing 
their opponents, match officials and/or League Officers travelling costs of 25 pence per mile for 4 
cars (Small Sided) or 5 cars (Youth Teams).

 (J) In the event of a drawn game, then extra time will be played, for Under 9 and 10’s this shall be 5 
minutes each half, Under 11 and 12’s shall play 7 minutes each half, and Under 13 and above shall 
play 10 minutes each half. If the teams are still level then the game shall be decided by the taking 
of kicks from the penalty mark according to instructions in the Football Association handbook as 
shown under section Laws of the Game. (See Appendix G).

 All Cup Finals shall be decided by this procedure as set out above.

 REPORTING RESULTS

8. (A) The Results Secretary must receive from both clubs, the result and statistics of each competition 
match either by use of Online Submission within 36 hours or within 5 days by use of the Manual 
Card as shown in Appendix B. This must include the forenames and surname of the team players 
(in block letters) along with goal scorers and also the referees marking as required by Rule 13 
along with a mark for their opponents sporting behaviour. Any team awarding an opponent a 
sporting mark of 4 or less shall submit in writing to the League Secretary within 7 days of the 
match being completed, the reasons for awarding such a mark. Any team awarding a referee a 
mark of 50 or less shall submit in writing to the League Secretary within 7 days of the match 
being completed, the reasons for awarding such a mark. All marks must be whole figures and not 
fractions or percentages on a scale of 1-100 (See Appendix H for Guide to Marking). Clubs failing 
to comply with this rule shall be fined £10 for each offence. 

 (B) The match result notification, correctly completed, shall be signed by a responsible member of 
the club. The Management Committee shall have power to take such action, as they deem suitable 
against a Club that submits an incomplete form or incorrect information.

 SEMI FINAL & FINAL ARRANGEMENTS

9. (A) Any Club reaching the Semi final or Final stages of a competition shall not be allowed to 
scratch or postpone such match without the permission of the Management Committee, but must 
play its best available team. In the event of a club failing to keep its engagement without making 
application for postponement or giving satisfactory explanation to the Management Committee, 
the match shall be awarded to its opponents and a fine of £10 shall be imposed. The defaulting 
club shall be considered to be guilty of gross misconduct and in addition to being dealt with by the 
Management Committee, may be compelled to reimburse the competition and their opponents any 
costs incurred.

 (B) In the Final of all competitions, should the teams after normal time still be level on goals then 
extra time will be played of:

 Under 9 and 10’s 5 minutes each way.
 Under 11 and 12’s 7 minutes each way.
 Under 13’s and above 10 minutes each way.

 In the event of a draw after extra time has been played, then the game shall be decided by the taking 
of kicks from the penalty mark according to instructions in the Football Association handbook as 
shown under section Laws of the Game. (See Appendix G).

 (C) The players participating in the Final match of each competition may, if funds permit, be 
presented with medals, miniature cups or plaques. The presentation of any other memento or 
souvenir is not allowed, unless the Management Committee has previously given permission.
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 REFEREES

10. (A) Registered Referees and Assistant Referees for all matches shall be appointed in a manner 
approved by the Management Committee and by the sanctioning Association(s). Referees & 
Assistant Referees must have attained the age of 14 before officiating at matches in the competition.

 (B) In the event of the non-appearance of the appointed referee the appointed senior assistant 
referee shall take charge and a substitute assistant referee appointed by the competing teams. In 
cases where there are no officially appointed assistant referees, or where the competition has been 
unable to appoint a referee, the home club is to supply a league-recognised person to officiate or 
offer to use the opponents league recognised official if present. A team manager is not eligible to 
referee his own team’s matches. Clubs failing to supply a recognised person shall be fined £10. 
A Referee thus agreed upon shall, for that game, have the full powers, status and authority of a 
registered referee. The name of the official so designated is to be shown on the match result card 
or by online submission with the match statistics. In all cases of the non-appearance of a league 
appointed official the home club must report this incident in writing to the league secretary within 
5 days of the fixture or they may incur a fine of up to £50.

 (C) The Management Committee may, if they consider it desirable appoint Assistant Referees, if 
available, to any match. Where assistant referees are not appointed each team shall provide a club 
assistant referee. Failure to do so will result in a fine of £10 being imposed on the defaulting club 

 (D) The appointed referee shall have power to decide as to the fitness of the ground in all matches 
and his/her decision shall be final.

 (E) Match officials appointed under this rule shall be entitled to charge standard class public 
transport expenses or private car expenses of 25 pence per mile and any other permitted expenses 
actually incurred together with the following match fees:

 Referee - Youth Age Groups 11-14 £12 and Youth Age Groups 15 – 16  £15. Registered Referee’s 
appointed by the Management Committee as Assistant Referee’s £6 subject to any limits laid 
down by the sanctioning Association(s). Match officials unable to attend designated matches are 
to contact the home team manager direct to inform him/her of the situation.

 The Home club shall pay the Officials their fees and expenses before the match.

 (F) In the event of a match not being played because of circumstances over which the clubs have 
no control, the match official(s), if present, shall be entitled to half fee plus expenses only. Where 
a match is not played owing to one club being in default, that club shall be ordered to pay the 
officials, if they attend the ground, their full fee and expenses.

 (G) A referee not keeping his engagement, and failing to give a satisfactory explanation as to his 
non-appearance, may have the fact reported to the County Association with which he is registered.

 (H) Each club shall, in a manner prescribed from time to time by the Football association, award 
marks to the referee for each match. The name of the referee and the marks awarded shall be 
submitted to the competition on the prescribed form provided or by online submission with the 
match statistics. Clubs failing to comply with this rule shall be liable to be fined as per rule 11a. 
The competition shall keep a record of the markings and, on the form provided by the Football 
Association/County Association shall submit a summary by the prescribed date each season.

 (I) Referees and Assistant Referees (where appointed) shall wear black uniform.
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 TROPHY: LEGAL OwNERS, CONDITIONS OF TAKING OVER,
 AGREEMENT TO BE SIGNED, AwARDS

11. A Competition Cup or Trophy shall be vested in the association sanctioning the Competition as 
trustees. If a competition were discontinued for any cause the Cup or Trophy shall be returned to 
the donor, if the conditions attached to it so provide, or otherwise dealt with as the association may 
decide. At the close of each competition awards shall be made to the winners and runners up if the 
funds of the competition permit.

 The following agreement (also shown in Appendix D) shall be signed on behalf of the winners of 
the Cup or Trophy.

 We ............................................. and ............................................. , the Chairman and Secretary of

 .................................................................................... JFC, members of and representing the Club,

 having been declared winners of .............................................................................. Cup or Trophy, 
and it having been delivered to us by the competition, do hereby on behalf of the Club jointly 
and severally agree to return the Cup or Trophy to the Competition Trophy Steward on or before 
February 1st of the following playing season or at such time so requested by the Steward in the 
same condition as it was presented to the club or a fine of £25 will be incurred. If the Cup or 
Trophy is lost or damaged whilst under our care we agree to refund to the Competition the amount 
of its current value or the cost of its thorough repair. 

 OUTSIDE COMPETITIONS

12. A club having obtained permission to enter any competitions outside the county is not allowed to 
postpone any match under the jurisdiction of the Lincolnshire Football Association Ltd

 PROTESTS AND APPEALS

13. (A) (i) All questions of eligibility, qualifications of players or interpretations of the rules shall be 
referred to the Management Committee.

 (ii) Objections relevant to the dimensions of the pitch, goals, flag posts or other facilities of the 
venue will not be entertained by the Management Committee unless a protest is lodged with the 
referee before the commencement of the match. Any club lodging such protest and not proceeding 
with it shall be deemed guilty of a breach of this rule and shall be dealt with by the Management 
Committee.

 (B) Except in cases where the Management Committee decide that there are special circumstances, 
protests and complaints (which must contain full particulars of the grounds upon which they are 
founded) must be lodged in duplicate with the Secretary within 7 days (excluding Sundays) of the 
match or occurrence to which they refer. A protest or complaint shall not be withdrawn except by 
permission of the Management Committee. A member of the Management Committee who is a 
member of any club involved shall not be present (except as a witness or representative of his club) 
when such protest or complaint is determined.

 (C) Any dispute occurring between clubs in the competition shall be referred for determination by 
the Management Committee, whose decision shall be binding upon all parties subject to Rule 16.
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 (D) No protest, of whatever kind shall be considered by the Management Committee, unless the 
complaining club shall have deposited with the Secretary a sum of £35. This may be forfeited in 
whole or in part in the event of the complaining or protesting club losing its case. The competition 
shall have power to order the defaulting club or the club making a losing or frivolous protest or 
complaint to pay the expenses of the enquiry or to order that the costs to be shared by the parties.

 (E) All parties to a protest or complaint must be afforded an opportunity to make a statement 
when the protest or complaint is being heard and must have received 7 days notice of the hearing, 
together with a copy of the submission. When dealing with a protest or complaint the Management 
Committee shall take into consideration the possession by the protesting or complaining club of 
any information, which, if properly used, might have avoided the protest or complaint.

 BOARD of APPEAL

14. Within 14 days of the posting of written notification of any decision of the Management Committee 
or the competition a club, official or player against whom action is taken may appeal against 
such decision by lodging particulars in duplicate with the Secretary of the Lincolnshire Football 
Association, including a fee of £35, for adjudication of a Board of Appeal. The grounds of appeal 
shall be in accordance with FA Rules. The Board of Appeal may order the appeal fee to be forfeited 
and shall decide by whom the costs of the appeal shall be borne. The decision of the Board of 
Appeal is final and binding on all parties concerned.

 No appeal can be lodged against a decision taken at an Annual or Special General Meeting unless 
this is on the grounds of unconstitutional conduct.

 ALTERATION TO RULES

15. Alterations for which consent has been given by the sanctioning association shall be made to these 
rules only at the Annual General Meeting or at a Special General Meeting specifically convened 
for the purpose called in accordance with Rule19. Any alteration made during the playing season 
to the rule relating to the qualification of players shall not take effect until the following season.

 Notice of proposed alterations to be considered at the Annual General Meeting shall be submitted 
to the secretary by May 1st in each year. The proposals, together with any proposals by the 
Management Committee, shall be circulated to the clubs by May 14th and any amendments 
thereto shall be submitted to the secretary by May 21st. The proposals and proposed amendments 
thereto shall be circulated to the clubs with the notice of the Annual General Meeting. A proposal 
to change a rule shall be carried if a majority of those present and entitled to vote are in favour.

 A copy of the proposed alterations to rules to be considered at the Annual General Meeting or 
Special General Meeting shall be submitted to the sanctioning Football Association 28 days prior 
to the date of the meeting. Any alterations or additions decided upon at any meeting shall not 
become operative until the approval of the Association issuing sanction shall have been obtained.
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Pro-Active Teamwear Ltd, 3 Peaks Lane, New Waltham,
Grimsby, NE Lincolnshire DN36 4QL

Tel: 01472 210210      Fax: 01472 813902
Email: sales@proactiveteamwear.co.uk      www.proactiveteamwear.co.uk
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OPENING TIMES
MON – CLOSED

TUES 9.00a.m. – 1p.m.
WED 9.00a.m. – 1p.m.

THURS 9.00a.m. – 1p.m.
FRI 9.00a.m. – 1p.m.
SAT 9.00a.m. – 1p.m.

After hours by appointment.
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Medikit Ltd, Unit 1 Newporte Business Park,
Cardinal Close, Bishops Road, Lincoln LN2 4SY

Tel: 01522 513512      Fax: 01522 549658
Email: sales@medikit.co.uk      www.medikit.co.uk

For All Your First Aid Requirements
Full Catalogue Available






